
Unpacking the Nicene Creed
An Introduction for Lay Readers





“God from God, light from light, very God of 
very God, of ONE SUBSTANCE 

WITH THE FATHER, through whom 
all things were made.” 

The Nicene Creed



“And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life
who proceedeth from the Father [and the Son]; 

who with the Father and the Son together is worship 
and glorified.  Who spake by the prophets…”

- The Nicene Creed



“In the beginning was the WORD
And the WORD was with God and the WORD

was God
He was in the beginning with God

All things came into being through him and without 
him not one thing came into being that has come 

into being. 
… And the WORD was made flesh and dwelt 

among us.”

–John 1:1-4; 14



“In the beginning was the LOGOS
And the LOGOS was with God and the 

LOGOS was God
He was in the beginning with God

All things came into being through him and without 
him not one thing came into being that has come 

into being. 
… And the LOGOS was made flesh and dwelt 

among us.”

–John 1:1-4; 14



What exactly is the relationship 
between God, the Father, and Jesus, 

the Word? 



Justin Martyr
circa 100-160 AD

- God the Father is transcendent 
divinity.

- Jesus, the Word is imminent divinity.

- Two Gods “in number but not in will.” 



So are there TWO Gods? 
Ditheism



Modalism 
or Sabellianism



The Problem with Modalism

In the NT, Jesus prays to his 
Father (Jn. 11:41-42) and hears his 
Father speak (Jn. 12:28; Mk. 
1:11). 

Jesus is specifically said to have 
obeyed his Father’s will (Jn. 6:38; 
Mt. 26:39).

Jesus feels his Father’s absence on 
the cross, saying, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
(Mk. 15:34). 



Arius and Arianism

“There was when he was 
not.” 

““Before the Word was 
begotten, or created, or 
defined, or established, he 
did not exist. …The Son 
has a beginning but God 
has no beginning.” 



Alexander of Alexandria

“Always a God, always a Son.” 

“with the Father co-exists the Son 
unbegotten, ever-begotten, 
begotten without begetting”

“God neither precedes the Son in 
aspect or in a moment of time.” 

“Always a God, always a Son, the 
Son being from God himself.”



Constantine the Great
Emperor of Rome (A.D. 272- 337)





Factions in the Council

Small, pro-Arian minority. 

Small, pro-Alexandrian 
minority. 

Even smaller modalist 
minority. 

The clueless



““[I]t is not possible to know exactly how the 
Council proceeded; there are no records of the 

debates, and much of the historical evidence that 
does exist glosses over the disagreements.  The 

outcomes were influenced not only by theological 
argument but also by the interventions of the 
Emperor, the interplay of the local interests 

represented, and personal relationships, among 
other things”.”

–Alan Hayes



ὁμοούσιος

Homoousios
Homo- the same

Ousios- Substance, Essence or Being

Homoousis means- “of the same essence,” “of 
one being,” “of one substance,” or 
“consubstantial”



Athenasius of 
Alexandria
Champion of Nicene 

Theology



“We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible and 
invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten of the 
Father, that is, from the substance of the Father, God of God, light of light, 

true God of true God, begotten, not made, of one substance [ὁμοούσιος] with 
the Father, through whom all things were made, both in heaven and on earth, 
who for us humans and for our salvation descended and became incarnate, 
becoming human, suffered and rose again on the third day, ascended to the 

heavens, and will come to judge the living and the dead. 

And in the Holy Spirit.” 



“But those who say that there was when He was 
not, and that before being begotten He was not, or 

that He came from that which is not, or that the 
Son of God is of a different substance 

[ὑπόστασις] or essence [οὐσία], or that He is 
created, or mutable, these the catholic church 

anathematizes.”



The Aftermath of the 
Council



The Macedonians
Those who Fight against the Holy Spirit



Council of Constantinople 
(A.D. 381)

Reaffirms the doctrine of 
Nicaea regarding the 
divinity of the Son. 

Adds that the same ought 
to be said about the Holy 
Spirit. 



“I believe in the Holy Spirit…”

“The Lord and giver of life.” 

“Who proceedeth from the 
Father.” 

“Who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped 
and glorified.” 

“Who spake by the prophets.” 
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