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c o m m e n t a r y

“Sharing hope & help”

The Arusha Call to 
Discipleship - our 
diocesan response
by Cheryl Jacobs 

The World Council of 
Churches’ Confer-
ence on World Mis-

sion and Evangelism met in 
Arusha, Tanzania, in March 
2018. From this meeting the 
more than 1,000 participants, 
who were all regularly engaged 
in mission and evangelism, 
issued the Arusha Call to Dis-
cipleship. 

At our own national church 
General Synod last summer, 
resolution A-129 was passed 
that we affirm the Arusha Call; 
encourage bodies within the 
General Synod to integrate this 
call into the guiding principles 
of baptismal living for the 
shaping of national ministries; 
and commend the Arusha Call 
to dioceses for study and inclu-
sion in their considerations 
of evangelism, witness and 
discipleship.

As our attempt to respond 
to the latter, members of the 
diocesan Spiritual Develop-
ment Team and others will 
offer reflections in this paper 
through the next year on the 
12 points within this call.  
     Watch for this column each 
month. I would also commend 
the study of this document to 
parish groups working on their 
Mission Action Plans.

Those who met in Arusha 
have prefaced this call by 
acknowledging the “death-
dealing forces that are shaking 
the world order and inflicting 
suffering on many.... [and] 
the shocking accumulation of 
wealth due to one global finan-
cial system, which enriches few 
and impoverishes many (Isaiah 
5:8).”   
     They further note: “This is 
at the root of many of today’s 
wars, conflicts, ecological dev-
astation, and suffering (1Timo-
thy 6:10). 

“It has also strengthened 
cultures of domination and 
discrimination that continue to 
marginalize and exclude mil-
lions, forcing some among us 
into conditions of vulnerability 

and exploitation. We are mind-
ful that people on the margins 
bear the heaviest burden.” 

I believe the current CO-
VID-19 crisis, along with the 
parallel interference with the 
oil markets, only highlights 
how many people are vulner-
able to global and local market 
changes. 

This is having a drastic 
impact on those we would call 
the working class, and I can 
only imagine the challenges 
for those on the margins, both 
in New Brunswick and in the 
two-thirds world.

As followers and disciples 
of Christ, not only have we 
always been called to be people 
who transform the places 
around us, a different, counter-
cultural and marginal people, 
but perhaps we now have more 
and new opportunities to show 
Christ’s love and grace to the 
anxious, the vulnerable, the 
lost, the angry, and even those 
who exploit and abuse.   
     In these days when we can-
not meet as the church inside 
a building, let us seek creative 
ways to be, ever more so, the 
church in our communities.

Friends in Christ, even as 
I acknowledge that my own 
discipleship is often weak and 
unfocused, I invite you to join 
me in considering a personal 
and congregational response to 
this call.

“Discipleship is both a gift 
and a calling to be active collab-
orators with God for the trans-
forming of the world (1Thessalo-
nians 3:2).  We share God’s grace 
by sharing God’s mission. This 
journey of discipleship leads us 
to share and live out God’s love 
in Jesus Christ by seeking justice 
and peace in ways that are 
different from the world (John 
14:27). Thus, we are responding 
to Jesus’ call to follow him from 
the margins of our world (Luke 
4:16-19).” - from the preface to 
the Arusha Call to Discipleship.
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The text of the Arusha Call:
As disciples of Jesus Christ, both individually and collectively: 

We are called by our baptism to transforming discipleship: a Christ-connected way of 
life in a world where many face despair, rejection, loneliness, and worthlessness. 

We are called to worship the one Triune God—the God of justice, love, and grace—at 
a time when many worship the false god of the market system (Luke 16:13). 

We are called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ—the fullness of life, the re-
pentance and forgiveness of sin, and the promise of eternal life—in word and deed, in 
a violent world where many are sacrificed to the idols of death (Jeremiah 32:35) and 
where many have not yet heard the gospel. 

We are called to joyfully engage in the ways of the Holy Spirit, who empowers people 
from the margins with agency, in the search for justice and dignity (Acts 1:8; 4:31). 

We are called to discern the word of God in a world that communicates many contra-
dictory, false, and confusing messages. 

We are called to care for God’s creation, and to be in solidarity with nations severely 
affected by climate change in the face of a ruthless human-centered exploitation of the 
environment for consumerism and greed. 

We are called as disciples to belong together in just and inclusive communities, in our 
quest for unity and on our ecumenical journey, in a world that is based upon margin-
alization and exclusion. 

We are called to be faithful witnesses of God’s transforming love in dialogue with 
people of other faiths in a world where the politicization of religious identities often 
causes conflict. 

We are called to be formed as servant leaders who demonstrate the way of Christ in a 
world that privileges power, wealth, and the culture of money (Luke 22:25-27). 

We are called to break down walls and seek justice with people who are dispossessed 
and displaced from their lands—including migrants, refugees and asylum seekers—
and to resist new frontiers and borders that separate and kill (Isaiah 58:6-8). 

We are called to follow the way of the cross, which challenges elitism, privilege, per-
sonal and structural power (Luke 9:23). 

We are called to live in the light of the resurrection, which offers hope-filled possibili-
ties for transformation. 

This is a call to transforming discipleship. This is not a call that we can answer in our 
own strength, so the call becomes, in the end, a call to prayer: 

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life in all its diversity and beauty. Lord Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, we praise you that you came to find the lost, to free the oppressed, to heal 
the sick, and to convert the self-centred. Holy Spirit, we rejoice that you breathe in the life of 
the world and are poured out into our hearts. As we live in the Spirit, may we also walk in 
the Spirit. Grant us faith and courage to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus: be-
coming pilgrims of justice and peace in our time. For the blessing of your people, the sustain-
ing of the earth, and the glory of your name. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
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