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The Rev. Canon Chris Hayes 
is a musician as well as a 
priest serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

A hymn to mark the Season of Creation
If you’re reading this before 

Oct. 4, then our church 
is still in the Season of 

Creation, a time set to consider 
our relationship to the created 
world that God has given us to 
care for, and everything within 
it.  

It is a season marked by 
many denominations across 
the planet, and also might 
call to mind the 5th Mark of 
the Mission in the Anglican 
Church:  “To strive to safe-
guard the integrity of creation 
and sustain and renew the life 
of the earth.”

There is a hymn with a 
perfectly fitting title for this 
season, called, “For the Music 
of Creation” (Choir School 
singers past and present know 
it well, for they have sung it for 
the past 25 years or more!).  

It is sung to the tune, 
Rustington, which is #331 
in Common Praise (the “new 
blue hymn book”).  That tune 
was composed by the great 
hymnist C. Hubert H. Parry, 
published in 1897.  

The text, which we will look 
at, was written by a woman 
named Shirley Erena Murray 
(DO call her Shirley ;-)). She 
lived from 1931 to 2020, and 
what a life she led!  

She started out teaching 
languages, then got involved 
in Amnesty International, 
and then got involved with the 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
Research Unit in her native 
New Zealand.  

Her work with these groups 
has enriched her hymn writ-
ing, which address women’s 

issues, peace, justice, creation 
and human rights.  She has 
written over 290 hymns.  But 
now to our topical hymn…

First and foremost, this is a 
hymn of praise to God, using 
the created world as a mean 
to praise him. There are many 
references to sounds, instru-
ments and singing, which 
make it ideal for choirs and 
congregations and even indi-
viduals to use in worship.  

The references to the natu-
ral world, or created order, are 
not quite as obvious, but they 
are there.  In the first verse, 
for example, God is said to be, 
“the world’s composer,” and 
that should make us think 
of Him as the creator of all 
things, not just sound and 
music.  

As we continue, the second 
verse declares word and music, 
exalts God to others through 
instruments and singing.  

The beautiful last line of this 
verse shows how much music 
can be a form of high praise to 
God, where music — lullaby 
and love song are denoted here 
— catch all of heaven in each 
note.  

That’s a whole lot to think 
about — the biggest of bigs in 

something as simple as a single 
musical note!

The final verse brings it all 
together, showing that wor-
ship through music uplifts 
the senses (all of them!), and 
that it goes beyond discord 
and division (not just between 
humanity, but one can read 
between humanity and nature 
as well).  

The ultimate state of harmo-
ny between earth and heaven 
is what brings God’s joy and 
peace, and this particular mu-
sic sings to that. 

The harmony of earth and 
heaven is accomplished with 
the earth redeemed (think 
Revelation 21!), and that can 
only happen when we mortals 
learn how to best care for this 
environment — the world God 
as given us.

Am I getting all preachy 
here? You betcha!  “Climate 
Change” is unfortunately a 
politically charged term these 
days, but it should go far be-
yond that.  

This hymn fuses the wor-
ship of God through music 
with the world around us. Just 
as one cannot love God and 
hate their neighbour, it seems 
that one also cannot praise 
God and treat the world badly. 

 Thank you, Shirley Murray, 
for this beautiful hymn that 
is so fitting in the Season of 
Creation, and at any time.

For the Music of Creation 
Lyrics by Shirley Murray

For the music of creation, for the song your Spirit 
sings, 
For your sound’s divine expression, burst of joy in liv-
ing things: 
God, our God, the world’s composer: hear us, echoes 
of your voice - 
Music is your art, your glory; let the human heart 
rejoice! 
 
Psalms and symphonies exalt you, drum and trumpet, 
string and reed, 
Simple melodies acclaim you, tunes that rise from 
deepest need, 
Hymns of longing and belonging, carols from a cheer-
ful throat, 
Lilt of lullaby and love song catching heaven in a note.

 
All the voices of the ages, in transcendent chorus 
meet, 
Worship lifting up the senses, hands that praise, and 
dancing feet; 
Over discord and division, music speaks your joy and 
peace, 
Harmony of earth and heaven, song of God that can-
not cease.

Shirley Erena Murray

Let’s get 
serious about 
climate change:  
knowing can 
help us in doing

The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the garden of Eden 
to till it and keep it. (Genesis 
2.15)The Lord by wisdom 
founded the earth; by under-
standing he established the 
heavens; (Proverbs 3.19) 

God did not tell the 
first human to use up 
creation as he wanted 

for his own benefit, but to 
keep it; that is, to sustain it, to 
steward it. 

Yes, God made humans in 
God’s image and gave them all 
they needed for their flourish-
ing; but in the Lord’s wisdom, 
everyone and everything 
thrives when everyone and 
everything is thriving together. 

We, too, are called to be 

wise in our use of all we have 
been given, and wise about the 
things we want and do that 
have an adverse effect on our 
climate and environment. 

INDIVIDUAL ACTION: 
Educate yourself – watch a 
documentary, read a book, 
subscribe to a blog. I recom-
mend reading Katharine 
Hayhoe — her book Saving 
Us and/or her weekly Talking 
Climate newsletter are good 
places to start. 

Katharine is a Canadian 
Christian climate scientist who 
considers the climate change 
problem from the perspective 
of hope rather than fear and 

suggests lots of little things we 
can each do. 

PARISH ACTION: Educate 
your congregation – have a 
parish screening of a docu-
mentary on climate change, 
conduct a sermon or study se-
ries on the 5th Mark of Mission 
(Strive to safeguard the integ-
rity of creation, and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth), 
or the 2022 Lambeth Call on 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development. 

RESOURCES (links and more 
resources at nb.anglican.ca/
GreeningUp):
•    Katharine Hayhoe, 

Christian climate scientist: 
website (katharinehayhoe.
com) with lots of resources on 
the FAQ page, Talking Climate 
weekly newsletter (subscribe 
from website), Facebook 
(katharine.hayhoe), book: Sav-
ing Us.
•   Documentaries: Years of 
Living Dangerously (The Years 
Project), Behold the Earth, 
2040, Merchants of Doubt
•   Anglican Communion 
Environmental Network (acen.
anglicancommunion.org)
•    Lambeth Calls Phase 3 
Resources (www.lambethcon-
ference.org/phase-3)




