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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

The pilgrimage is finally complete
PRINCIPAL  

ENGAGEMENTSOctober 1st was an ending. 
In many ways it was 
unexpected and cer-

tainly out of time, but an ending, 
nonetheless. It may surprise you 
to know that it was on that day 
this year Trevor Fotheringham 
and I completed our series of 
pilgrimages across the diocese. 

I am sure anyone who thinks 
about that series of walks is con-
vinced that they concluded at 
our Cathedral in June 2022. But 
— and there is often a but! 

During the last part of the 
pilgrimage, through the Fred-
ericton Archdeaconry, we had 
to take a break to bury our late 
Bishop, George Lemmon, at 
Woodman’s Point. This meant 
that we missed one of the 
planned sections, the 15 kilo-
metres from St. James Jemseg to 
The Church of the Good Shep-
herd, Cambridge Narrows.  

Since then, Trevor has been 
pushing me to finish the journey. 
Various things have intervened, 
but a few months ago we decided 
to complete as part of the Seniors’ 
Retreat at Camp Medley. 

This meant that we had 
ready-made companions to walk 
with us, which included Tilley, 
our dog, who covered half the 
distance. 

At the end of the walk, it 
became clear that this really was 
finished. On my return to Camp 
Medley, I arrived at my cabin 
and as I wrestled with the door, 
my staff, which I leaned against 
the wall, fell and part of the head 
snapped off. 

That stick had covered every 
one of the 1,046 kms that Trevor 
and I had walked. 

Obviously, the ending of the 

pilgrimage led Trevor and I to 
reminisce about the different 
legs of our journey. It all began 
in 2015 with a walk from Grand 
Bay to the Good Shepherd in 
Saint John. 

One recollection was the walk 
from Eel River to Dalhousie. 
It poured all the way, soaking 
everyone to the bone. 

At the other end of the scale 
was the walk to Perth-Andover, 
when it was so hot, standing 
still meant that we stuck to the 
asphalt. 

All in all, the memories are of 
the great welcomes we received 
across the diocese and the 
generous hospitality offered by 
everyone. 

There were also the random 
encounters with people along 
the way — people who won-
dered what we were doing. These 
gave us a great chance to talk 
about faith with them. 

Perhaps the funniest memory 
is when we nearly were arrested 
in Saint John. As we walked past 
the Roman Catholic Cemetery 
near McAllister Place Mall, one 
of our group nearly fell on a 
rock. He picked it up and tossed 
it onto the side of the road. 

A police cruiser was pass-
ing by and saw this. It turned 
around and came up behind 
us. The officer leaned out the 
window and demanded to know 
why we had tossed a beer can 
into the graveyard. 

I explained who we were and 
what we were doing. He seemed 
to believe that we had not done 
such a thing and drove off. 

You’ll be reading this in No-
vember — a time when we re-
member. This year, particularly 
with the escalating conflagration 
in the Middle East, it is perhaps 
more poignant than ever to 
remember those who have given 
their lives in numerous conflicts 

over the decades. 
So often it seems that interna-

tional events move well beyond 
our control. 

Let’s remember that we as 
Christians worship the Prince 
of Peace and that God’s purpose 
for creation is to live in peace. In 
our own lives and communities, 
let’s work for this. 

ON OCT. 1, THE LONG-AWAITED final leg of Archbishop David Edwards’ 
pilgrimage in the Archdeaconry of Fredericton took place, with 
route planner and friend Trevor Fotheringham (left), the Rev. 
Andrew Horne (centre), plus senior retreat participants at Camp 
Medley and parishioners at his side. This final 15-kilometre leg, 
from St. James in Lower Jemseg to the Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Cambridge Narrows, had to be postponed because of the death of 
Bishop George Lemmon in May 2022. 

November 2 
Diocesan Synod

November 3 
* Good Shepherd, 

Parish of Lancaster

November 10 
* St. John’s,  
Oromocto

November 13 
Bishop’s Counsel

November 17 
St. Mary’s, Benton

November 22 
Rothesay  

Netherwood School 
- opening of James 
Golding Memorial 

balcony and access 
tower

November 24 
* St. Andrew’s,  

Newcastle

November 25-27 
Diocesan Deacons’ 

Retreat
* Confirmation

God blessed them, and God said 
to them, ‘Be fruitful and multi-
ply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every liv-
ing thing that moves upon the 
earth.’  (Genesis 1.28) 

 
This is a tough passage for 
creation care. It has been argued 
that “Christianity, particularly 
Western Christianity, is to blame 
for our ecological woes.” 

And we cannot deny that 
Christians have used this pas-
sage to exploit the rest of cre-
ation, rather than being faithful 

The 7 Rs for 
sustainable living

stewards of it as God’s image-
bearers. 

For a more detailed look at 
this passage, see the Michael R. 
Stead essay referenced below. 

He concludes that “we may 
need to repent of attitudes of 
cruelty to God’s creatures or 
indifference to God’s creation, 
and to repent of insatiable greed 
which has fueled excessive 
consumption to the detriment 
of our environment;” and then, 
we also need to be part of the 

solution.
 
Individual action: Expand 
your “Rs” – reduce, reuse, 
recycle is a good start, but let’s 
consider 7 Rs for sustainable 
living, seven being the biblical 
number of perfection: 
 
• Rethink: Think about the 
environmental impacts of your 
choices. 
• Refuse: Be discerning about 
what you really need; avoid 
items whose environmental 
costs are high (and let the 
seller know) 
• Reduce: Borrow or buy 
secondhand when possible; 
buy food or items with 
minimal to no packaging, refill 
containers. 

• Reuse: Use items as long as 
possible or find new uses for 
them.  
• Repair: Fix items instead 
of buying new ones; choose 
options less likely to break 
when buying. 
• Repurpose: Give unused or 
unwanted items to those who 
need them. 
• Recycle: Properly dispose of 
items so their materials can be 
broken down and reused.
 
Parish action: Determine the 
ecological footprint of the 
church or parish. The 360°car-
bon calculator is a free and 
easy to use tool which enables 
churches and charities to 
measure their carbon footprint 
from different activities 

including energy, travel, food, 
waste and water. 

Resources: (links and more 
resources at nb.anglican.ca/
GreeningUp): 
• To ‘Rule Over’ and ‘Subdue’ 
the Creation by Michael R. 
Stead, Anglican Church of 
Australia: https://anglican.org.
au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/
To-Rule-and-To-Subdue-in-
Genesis-1-Michael-Stead.pdf 
• 360° carbon footprint 
calculator: https://360carbon.
org/
Cheryl Jacobs worships at Christ 
Church Cathedral and is trying to 
live greener…




