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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

D I O C E S A N     N E W S

“Then the king will say to 
those at his right hand, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world, for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.’ 
     Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we [did these things]? And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did it to 
me.’” (Matthew 25:34–40, NRSV) 

This passage in the New 
Year’s Day lectionary 
reminds us that even the 

little things we do to serve some-
one else are what Jesus would 

Adopt a climate-friendly habit for the new year

do, even more so, it is doing it 
for Jesus. 

Many people and countries are 
more vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change than we are. 

The scale of the problem of 
our warming planet and the 
systems of consumption behind 
it can be overwhelming, and 
making changes in our lifestyle 
to reduce our impact on the en-
vironment may seem small and 
inconsequential, but perhaps we 
can liken it to giving someone a 
drink. 

Individual action: Choose 
a new “climate-friendly habit” 
for this New Year, and then add 
another at regular intervals. For 

example, take your own hot 
beverage mug to your favou-
rite dispensary, carry a water 
bottle, reduce your consumption 
of meat or cheese, reduce the 
amount of pre-packaged veggies  
and meals you buy.

Parish action: Encourage 
parishioners to pick up a new 
climate-friendly habit for the 
New Year or pick a specific item 
and encourage all to do that one 
thing. Enable that one thing by 
looking for a bulk purchasing 
discount on an item to help, for 
example, reusable vegetable bags 
or shampoo bars.

Resources (links and more 
resources at nb.anglican.ca/
GreeningUp):

• The Most Important New 
Year’s Resolution for Climate 
(newrepublic.com)

Cheryl Jacobs worships at Christ
Church Cathedral and is trying to
live greener…

Taking a closer look at “Alongside Hope,” aka PWRDF

As I began to think about 
what to say for this 
article, I decided to share 

some further thoughts about our 
new name for Primate’s World 
Relief and Development Fund, 
now Alongside Hope.  

It’s been helpful for me to 
ponder on these two words, both 
separately and then what they 
might mean when put together.

I know it’s due to my age and 
focus of my early education, but 
I have long been fascinated by 
word types and what they repre-
sent. For example, is the word a 
noun, adverb, adjective, verb?

Sometimes knowing this can 
help to understand better what 

is being communicated. So, let’s 
start with the word HOPE. It can 
be either a noun, as in “full of 
hope,” or a verb, as in “we hope 
for that which we do not see.”  

So, in terms of the new name, 
it is also both a noun and a verb 

as we work with partners both to 
bring hope and to be hope.  

PWRDF has always worked 
with and through partners, and, 
of course, even though the name 
has changed, the work remains 
the same.  

So, let’s consider the word 
ALONGSIDE. It also can be 
used in two ways, as an adverb, 
to expand upon the verb, as in “a 
parallel position;” or as a prepo-
sition, as in “in company with or 
in addition to.”  

When put together, ALONG-
SIDE HOPE works in several 
ways. For instance, it can be: 1) 
we stand alongside our partners 
with hope; 2) our partners stand 

expectantly beside us in hope; 
3) hoping, we partner alongside 
others in Canada and around the 
world; 4) hoping, our partners 
ask us to participate alongside 
them to bring change in the 
world.  

I am sure there are many 
more ways in which the work 
of Alongside Hope can be 
expressed; however, the new 
tagline says it all:  Anglicans and 
partners working for change in 
Canada and around the world.  

As I already said, the name 
has changed, but not the work, 
and is summed up nicely in this 
quote from the Alongside Hope 
website, “As we walk alongside 

each of our partners, supporting, 
listening and sharing with one 
another, we embrace and em-
body the hope of a better world.”

I will end with words from 
Janice Biehn, Communications 
and Marketing Coordinator, 
which shine a light on one way 
we can partner, coming along-
side with hope.  

Janice said, at the National 
Gathering on Nov. 14, “Not 
everyone can give but everyone 
can pray.”  Let us pray with and 
for our partners and the on-go-
ing work of Alongside Hope.
Debbie Edwards is the diocesan 
representative in the Diocese of 
Fredericton.

IMAGE AND CAPTION from Popular Mechanics magazine (March, 1912) succinctly describing how 
burning coal causes what is now known as the greenhouse effect, and how it may affect future 
climate. Courtesy of wikimedia commons.




