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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

We need to be intentional PRINCIPAL  
ENGAGEMENTS

Do we really need to buy that?

Cheryl Jacobs worships at Christ
Church Cathedral and is trying to
live greener…

The Bishop's 
recommendation for 
a Lenten study book:
Practicing the Way: 

Be with Jesus. 
Become like him. 
Do as he did, By 

John Mark Comer. 
Copies may be 

available from the 
Bishop's Office. 

The online Lenten 
study will focus on 

this book. More 
information to follow. 

During his papacy, 
John Paul II began the 
tradition of leaving 

the manger scene in St. Peter’s 
Square until Feb. 2nd. He did 
this to mark the official end of 
the Christmas and Epiphany 
seasons. 

Feb. 2nd is the traditional date 
for Candlemas, the day when 
the infant Jesus was presented 
at the Temple in Jerusalem. It is 
the time when Simeon, the old 
man who had been waiting for 
the messiah, speaks words of 
prophecy over the baby, words 
that we now refer to as the Nunc 
Dimittis: 

1 Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace: accord-
ing to thy word. 

2 For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation. 

3 Which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people. 

4 To be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and to be the glory of thy 
people Israel. 

It is a short hymn of praise 
and prophecy by a devout man 
who has been waiting a long 
time for the coming of this child. 
It is used daily at Evening Prayer 
but is an integral part of Candle-
mas. 

It is at this time of year, as the 
nights are getting shorter and 
the days longer, that we look to 
the coming of the light in nature, 
but also the coming of the light 

of Christ to all. 
As we leave the darkness 

of winter, where we have been 
shut in by the snow and cold for 
several months, it is also time to 
consider what we are going to do 
about deliberate evangelism in 
the coming months. 

As you may recall from our 
November Synod, we were 
greatly encouraged by the shar-
ing of what many of our parishes 
are doing in caring for the com-
munities we are called to serve. 

You may also remember that 
I suggested that we need to think 
about how to develop pathways 
from the Third Mark of Mission:  

… responding to human need 
by loving service, 

And we need to consider the 
first two Marks: 

To proclaim the Good News 
of the Kingdom; To teach, bap-
tise and nurture new believers. 

If we are to be bringers of the 
light of Christ, we need to be 

“The earth lies polluted under its 
inhabitants;” (Isaiah 24.5a)
 
These words are from a prophesy 
regarding the devastation God 
will bring about in the world be-
cause of the sin of humankind. 

Perhaps, however, we can 
read them out of that context 
and consider that the earth now 
lies polluted in large part due 
to its inhabitants’ production of 
waste from overconsumption of 
resources and products. 

I know I am part of the 
problem. My husband and I are 
having a new house built. We 
believe there are good reasons 
for us to do this at this time, but 
we are dismayed over how much 
material is wasted even despite 
the surprisingly good use of end 
cuts by some of our contractors.

Of particular concern, pri-
marily in the developed world, 
are our levels of single, or short, 
use consumption, often for 

reasons of convenience, instant 
gratification or just our need for 
the newest version of something. 

We regularly hear of the 
problem of single-use plastics, a 
list which is much longer than 
straws, grocery bags and food 
packaging, but the low or short-
term use issue also applies to 
clothing, electronics and other 
gadgets, and cleaning and health 
products, to mention just some.

It is difficult to swim against 
this societal tide, but we must 
each take steps to recognize 
when an item will have a short 
lifespan, consider whether we 
need it, and be prepared with 
multi-use alternatives and ways. 

As Katharine Hayhoe has 
said, “accounting for climate 
change isn’t a luxury or an evil: 
it’s an essential part of every de-
cision we make.” (from her essay 
Where Will We Be in 10 Years?).
 
INDIVIDUAL ACTION: Con-
sider your everyday purchases 
and how you can reduce waste, 
maybe deciding you don’t need 
an item, or choosing something 
with less packaging; here’s a list 
of 21 Ideas for Zero Waste Liv-
ing to get you started (from one-
treeplanted.org).
PARISH ACTION: Organize 

a garbage clean-up event in a 
parish neighbourhood, beside a 
highway or on a beach. Host a 
brainstorming session on reduc-
ing the church’s waste.
RESOURCES: (links and more 
resources at nb.anglican.ca/
GreeningUp):

· Towards a Pollution Free 
Planet (United Nations Envi-
ronment Assembly 2017)· Zero 
Waste Canada (zerowastecana-
da.ca/)

ENTITLED "PRESENTATION AT THE TEMPLE," this fresco by Fra Angelico 
depicts Mary and Joseph presenting the baby Jesus at the Temple. 
It was created between 1439 and 1443 and is found in San Marco, 
Florence, Italy.

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS.COM

intentional about proclaiming 
the Gospel with the intention 
that people become followers of 
Jesus. 

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

As Katharine Hayhoe has said, “account-
ing for climate change isn’t a luxury or an 
evil: it’s an essential part of every deci-
sion we make.”

"

February 2 
St. Paul’s, Hampton

February 9 
St. George’s,  

McAdam
February 23 

St. Michael and All 
Angels, Parish of 

Minto and Chipman
February 26-27 
Visit to Atlantic 

School of Theology

Lenten Retreat 
 

Disciplines for a  
Holy Lent

March 28 - 29
Led by Kurt Schmidt

Villa Madonna 
Retreat House, 
Rothesay, NB

Register online at 
nb.anglican.ca/

Lent2025




