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D O I N G    T H I N G S    D I F F E R E N T L Y

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Cheryl Jacobs worships at Christ
Church Cathedral and is trying 
to live greener…

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

As Mission and Outreach 
director Shawn Branch set out 
for the Parish of Canterbury, 
Benton and Kirkland, he was 
not looking forward to what 
lay ahead.

As the bishop’s representa-
tive in the Archdeaconry of 
Woodstock, due to the absence 
of an archdeacon, he was on 
his way to chair the annual 
meeting, and he already knew 
it would probably be their last.

“[Warden] Charles Bell had 
indicated to me that this was 
probably it,” said Shawn. “I had 
all the necessary motions with 
me to begin the dissolution of 
the parish.”

That was three years ago, 
and the parish is still intact.

“As the meeting started, it 
became evident that they still 
functioned as a parish — still 
caring for each other and car-
ing for the community,” said 
Shawn. “Their faith was very 
real.”

At one point in the meeting, 
with the dissolution discussion 

next on the agenda, Shawn 
paused to ask the dozen or so 
assembled ‘what is your will?’

“One person said it’s a 
shame we couldn’t get together 
even once a month,” said 
Shawn. 

That became the founda-
tion for what has transpired 
in the intervening three years. 
They committed to trying the 
once-a-month meeting for six 
months, and Shawn promised 
that if he couldn’t find a cleric 
to fill in, he’s come up and at 
least do Morning Prayer with 
them.

“If we couldn’t make that 
happen, we’d reconvene and 
continue the process,” said 
Shawn. “We’ve never had to 
have that meeting.” 

ONCE A MONTH 
At a usual monthly meet-
ing, there are about a dozen 
worshippers. At Christmas, 
they had 42. Last Easter they 
had 33.

In finding a priest to lead a 
monthly service, Shawn is still 
perplexed, because only a tiny 

number of people knew he’d be 
seeking a priest for the parish’s 
monthly services.

“Ross [Hebb] called me. I 
don’t know how he knew. I still 
don’t know.”

But he offered. So, since 
2022, the Rev. Canon Ross 
Hebb had made the drive from 
Fredericton each month to 
lead a service of Holy Eucha-
rist. 

He’s witnessed the empty-
ing out of rural communities, 
losing their stores, their bank, 
their school, as this parish has. 
Sometimes the church is all 
that remains, and it becomes 
vital to parishioners, even if 
they are few in number and 
cannot afford a priest.

“As rural institutions leave, 
the church remains,” he said. 
“We have to put our money 
where our mouth is.”
 
THE PARISH 
The Parish of Canterbury, 
Benton and Kirkland is off 
the beaten path, due west of 
Nackawic, southwest of Wood-
stock, tucked in between the 

Trans-Canada Highway and 
the international border.

St. Luke’s in Woodstock 
is 35 kilometres away, and 
Charles is able to drive there 
on the off Sundays. But not 
everyone is as mobile.

When the parish held 
the meeting three years ago, 
they had three churches:  
Holy Trinity, St. Paul’s and 
St. Mary’s. They knew they 
needed to consolidate, so 
they closed Holy Trinity and 
St. Paul’s, keeping St. Mary’s, 
which has a ramp, open.

“It’s more central to the 
parish,” said Charles. “And it’s 
easier for older folks to get in 
and out.”

Some who have ties to the 
parish come from as far away 
as Fredericton and Longs 
Creek for the service. The pa-
rishioners are all seniors, with 
the youngest regular attender 
a woman of 67. The parish has 
no layreaders.

The vestry and wardens 
have been the same people for 
many years, including Charles.

“I’d like to have somebody 

take it over,” he said of his 
warden position. “I’m not a 
secretary. I’d rather be a vestry 
member.”

But he knows finding a 
replacement is next to im-
possible, and he knows their 
three-year lease on life might 
soon come to an end.

“Once you lose a parish 
member to death, that money 
in the plate is gone, and we’ve 
lost six or seven in the last 
three or four years,” he said. 
“We’re just getting by right 
now.”

Apart from the realities 
in the Parish of Canterbury, 
Benton and Kirkland, Shawn 
sees a need for some changes 
to the canons of the diocese 
that closer reflect the changing 
landscape of church life, both 
now and in the future.

“The canons are awkward 
in supporting this model, so 
why not try to fix them?” said 
Shawn. “This parish does not 
meet the standards of a viable 
church, based on our canons. 
Is it time to revisit the defini-
tion of a viable church?”

And you shall hallow the 
fiftieth year and you shall 
proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants. 
It shall be a jubilee for you. … 
The land shall not be sold in 
perpetuity, for the land is mine; 
with me you are but aliens and 
tenants. (Leviticus 25.10,23)

 
God’s ideal of Jubilee provided 
economic justice to God’s 
people, restoring land every 

50 years to those who were 
without and keeping others 
from owning more and more, 
because, as this scripture 
points out, all the land is really 
God’s.

The climate crisis is caus-
ing the inequality of human 
rights, to a place to live and a 
livelihood, as well as health, 
adequate clean water, nutri-
tious food, culture, and even 
life itself. 

The communities most af-
fected or vulnerable to effects 
are often the ones that have 
contributed the least to climate 
change.

Climate justice is the term 
now used to address this 
unequal historical respon-
sibility that countries and 
communities bear in relation 
to the state of the climate, 
suggesting that “the countries 
[like ours], industries, busi-
nesses, and people that have 
become wealthy from emitting 
large amounts of greenhouse 
gases have a responsibility to 
help those affected by climate 
change.” (climatepromise.
undp.org/)

Jesus teaches us that God is 
on the side of those who suffer 

and those who are margin-
alized by the powers of the 
world; and that wealth should 
not be what we strive for, but 
rather, justice for people and 
the earth.

April 22 is Earth Day, the 
55th anniversary of this move-
ment begun by a United States 
senator which mobilized 20 
million people that first year 
to demonstrate against the 
legacy of 150 years of industri-
al development and its serious 
health impacts (earthday.org/
earth-day-2025/). 

It is indeed ironic that 
American and many other 
global political leaders are now 
choosing to roll back environ-
mental protections and impede 
greening initiatives.

Individual action: As a lead-up 
to Earth Day, educate yourself 
on climate justice and consider 
what Jesus would call us to do. 
Check out the quizzes and fact 
sheets under the Earth Hub tab 
on the earthday.org site.
Parish action: Plan a congre-
gational event for Earth Day 
2025. This year’s theme is Our 
Power, Our Planet: educate, 
advocate, and mobilize.
Resources: (more at 
nb.anglican.ca/GreeningUp):

Wikipedia: Climate Justice
For a Canadian perspec-

tive: Centring Social Justice 
is Sound Climate Policy at 
climateinstitute.ca

What is  
climate 
justice?




