Prayers of the People

Designation: Core Education for Layreaders




Objectives

On completion of this course you should be able to
Know where to find litanies in our liturgical books
Describe the core structure of prayers of the people
Know where to find resources to help develop prayers of
the people
Understand how to adapt litanies to add original content
or write original prayers

Be able to cue congregational responses to prayers of the
people
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Some Thoughts About Prayer

We’re not persuading God to act

Our prayers do not give God new ideas

We can pray about anything and leave the outcome to God.

Jesus shows us God’s love never fails; never be persuaded otherwise
Prayer is a conversation with God. Responses are not simply yes or no

All prayer is answered in the sense that God uses it in the best possible
way

Let go the ego; our boundless insifght and wisdom is not the source.
We are promised that the Spirit of God will pray in us
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Thoughts About Public Prayer

The way you pray is different
You are leading God's people in prayer not praying on their

behalf

You need to speak clearly and in plain language
Structure is important to connect with the people
Silence can be very powerful

Include current issues and concerns

The corporate act of intercession is the sum of the individual
thoughts and Era ers, combined with the words and prayers
spoken from the front.
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PoP in Public Worship

BAS
e Baptism - Prayers for the Candidates (BAS p155)
e Morning, Mid-day, and Evening Prayer
e Night Prayer: An Order for Compline (Supplement)
e Eucharist
Occasional Celebrations
At the Ending of a Marriage
Commissioning for Lay Ministries
Blessing of a Family, of a Home, & Seeds at Planting
Blessing of Farm Animals, Fisheries, Forests, & Mines
e Prayer for the Environment
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Prayers of the People - history

Included in the Eucharist from the earliest times

After Pope Gregory (590-604) the priest’s Eucharistic
prayer included prayers for the living and dead

The reformation saw liturgies with prayers between the
Sermon and the Eucharistic prayer

Liturgical revisions in the Church of England in the late
20" century added intercessions with four categories, later
increased to six. The Canadian BAS has six categories
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General Structure

e From the BAS
o the Church

 the Queen and all in authority
« the world

o the local community

» those in need

e The litanies on pp 110-127 follow this structure
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Resources

Use resources as a source, an example, or a guide to help with intercessions

BCP pp 30-64, BAS pp 236-238, and BAS pp 110-129, 675-683, 691
Leading Intercessions by Raymond Chapman
Prayers of Intercession for Common Worship by Susan Sayers

The Vanderbilt Divinity Library Lectionary and Prayer Resources
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/

Diocesan Prayer site: Let Us Pray
http://anglican.nb.ca/wp/prayer/resources/

Diocese of Springfield Prayers of the People
www.episcopalspringfield.org/prayers-of-the-people/

St Paul’s Episcopal Church
http://stpaulsfay.org/sunday-schedule/prayers-of-the-people/
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Suggestions for Leading Intercessions

As you prepare
e Pray
e Read the scripture
e Check liturgical themes
e Find out about concerns

 Intercessions are not meant to be read directly from a
book; your circumstances and situations are unique

11



e

st

R

. Y

Suggestions for Leading Intercessions

As you write
e Avoid opinions or expressing judgment
e Distinguish between biddings and prayers

e We pray to God the Father, through God the Son, and
by or in God the Holy Spirit.

e “We pray for...”, is better than, “We pray that...”
e Be specific without too much detail
e About a page typed
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Suggestions for Leading Intercessions
As you read

 Include supplementary information in the practice of
your local church

e Take advantage of silence

e Responses are good, but need to be short and
memorable. People need to be cued to respond

e Clarity and projection are important
e Be reverent and confident.
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Practical Assighment

In a small group or alone

e Choose either Easter 3 or Trinity Sunday for Year A and
develop Prayers of the People that work for you and
your parish context using the resources available
» Bible, BAS, BCP, handouts

An opportunity to share prayers and feedback
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Options

The approach you select will depend on many factors
e Use a BAS litany

e Use a BAS litany and modify to include specific prayers of concern

. Modigy a BAS litany with an opening and concluding prayer and

specific concerns from the Vanderbilt Divinity Library prayer
resources.

e Modify a BAS litany with praYers from Leading Intercessions (as a
resource for intercessions linked to the Scripture readings) and prayers
of specific concerns

e Use Prayers of Intercession for Common Worship and modify with
specific concerns

Develop and practice options that work for you
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Sharing Time
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Concluding Thoughts

What to do
e Take a moment to pray before you start
e Be yourself

e Be unafraid of silence. You are leading, not reading. Silence is important and
connects private and corporate prayer

e Use the resources available to help craft intercessions
What not to do
e Do not break confidences; respect privacy

e Intercessions can be thematically linked to the Gospel of the day, but there is
only one Sermon

e Don't be afraid of simplicity, sometimes that is what God wants people to hear
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Pause & Consider

* What was your key learning
* How could we make this course better
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Printed Resources

Book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada.
Anglican Book Centre: Toronto, 198s5.

Book of Common Prayer. Anglican Book Centre: Toronto, 1962.

Chapman, Raymond. Leading Intercessions Enlarged Edition. Norwich:
Canterbury Press, 2006.

Gibson, Paul. Make Preparation: Liturgy Planning Notes. Anglican
Book Centre: Toronto, 2009.
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Printed Resources

“Handbook for Readers and Intercessors,” Anglican Fellowship of
Prayer, Booklet P/G32 (revised Feb 2004)

anglicanprayer.org/resources/PG-32_Readers_and_Intercessors_Handbook.pdf

Pritchard, John. Leading Intercessions; creative ideas for public and

private prayer. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2004.

Sayers, Susan. Prayers of Intercession for Common Worship. Kevin

Mayhew Ltd: 1999.
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Website Resources

St Paul’s Episcopal Church
e http://stpaulsfay.org/sunday-schedule/prayers-of-the-people/

www.textweek.com

e Various resources for liturgical planning organized by Sunday

/
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“Website Resources

ece / Year A - Season after Pente... * | <4
——

* Vanderbilt Divinity Library i oaiici co MLAAAEEAIAN I

Search (@ Lections () Texts

the Revised Common e ) 0

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ LECTIONARY sLdm 03

TRINITY SUNDAY

e Select the Sunday from the -k

June 11, 2017

° << Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Psalm 8 * 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  Matthew 28:16-20 >3
left window
Year A (2016 - 2017) Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Advent 1:1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth. © AR
] Christmas + PRAYER
. S e e Ct Pra er ro l I l t e rl t Epiphany 1:2 the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deé
Lent while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. -
Holy Week
Window Easte 1:3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. ° COLORS
easo © OTHER

* Trinity Sunday
* Proper 6 (11)

1:4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the VERSIONS
darkness.

DAILY

* Proper 8 (13) 1:5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was

© Proper 9 (14) evening and there was morning, the first day.
 Proper 10 (15)

 Praner 11 (16R) R
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Website Resources

[ ® © ® /B Resources | Let Us Pray x David

* Diocese of Fredericton |
pfocese of Fredericton (New Brunswick, Canada)

e Let Us Pray e e 7 S

http://anglican.nb.ca/wp/prayer/ || Resources
resources/ o

Books | Centering Prayer | Daily Offices | Examen Just Pray, UK
Fasting | Ignatian Method | Intercessory Prayer | Labyrinth / Walking Prayer Anglican Fellowship of Prayer

« Diocesan Intercessions | e

C | @ anglican.nb.ca/wp/prayer/resources/ * | 0l e F . Q sS40

Apps ¥ Bookmarks I Ed Facebook [ Faves ESBanking ES Morningstar EJAST [ Local Weather ES Church stuff  » 5 Other Bookmarks

NEW Heritage

. | + Medit Pr nfolds the
N Angllcan CYCIe O f PI'ayeI' | « Thy Kingdom Come — global prayer initiative led by the Archbishop of Canterbury nlﬁim eerensste

« 5 Marks of Love from SSJE — a Lenten devotional based on the 5 Marks of Mission + Letus pray!
4 A + PWRDF Lenten devotional
Jesus, they say You spoke and
« Provincial Prayer Care
| tossed across a stormy sea
« Meditative Prayer, Richard Peace, NavPress, year (reprinting by Wipf and Stock)
« How to Pray, E. Stanley Jones, republished Upper Room Books, 2015 (based on original Please teach me how to listen,
work from 1943) how to obey, ‘cause there's a
| Praying the Lord's Prayer, J. |. Packer, Crossway Books, 2007 storm inside of me
« Prayer, Timothy Keller, Penquin Group, 2014
| « Celebration of Discipline, Richard J. Foster, HarperSanFrancisco, 1978, 1988
Prayer: Finding the Heart's True Home, Richard J. Foster, HarperSanFrancisco, 1992
« Prayer: Does it Make a Difference?, Philip Yancey, Zondervan, 2006
Too Busy Not to Pray, Bill Hybels, Intervarsity Press, 1988
Help, Thanks, Wow, Anne Lamont, Penguin Group, 2012
« A Guidebook to Prayer: 24 Ways to Walk with God, MaryKate Morse, InterVarsity Press,
2013
Companions in Christ — Deepening our Prayer, Adele J. Gonzalez, Upper Room Books,
| 2006

- Rich Mullins, Jesus

Centering Prayer
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Website Resources

* Diocese of Springfield

e Prayers of the People

www.episcopalspringfield.org/prayers-of-
the-people/

« Select the liturgical year and
Sunday

008 /5 pry <\ = oavi

C | ® wwwepiscopalspringfield.org/prayers-oi-tne-people/ v BpeSes0:80
: Apps sk Bookmarks M Gmail ] Facebook E5 Faves £5Banking £ Morningstar [SAST £ Local Weather £ Church stff  » 5 Other Bookmarks
— -
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DIOCESE or SPRINGFIE

TheEpiscopa Churchin Cnrl and Sosthem s

AN

DayLIFE  CALENDARS  BisHOP'sCORNER  CONNECTWITHUs.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

According o Hies Of the Book of Common Prayer (1979), there is 2 great deal of flexibility with respect to the Prayers of the
People. The single set form in Rite I and the six Forms in Rite II are available, but celebrants and licurgy planners are not limited to

them. The only requirement is that the categoties enumerated on page 359 are covered.

“The links below are to alternative forms of the Prayers of the People that are keyed to the scasons and the lectionary readings of the
liturgical year. They are adapred by Bishop Danicl from forms developed by Ormonde Plater, a deacon of the Diocesc of Louisiana.
In cach instance, the Celebrant offers and introductory bidding, and the Deacon or other person appointed leads the prayers. In most
circumstances, it would be appropriate for there to be some period of silence afier cach perition, before the leader continues with
“Lord, hear us.” The celebrant reads the concluding collect.

In place of “Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us” (adapted from Church of England materials), the more familiar language from
Form IV may be used, if desired (“Lord, in your mercy ... Hear our prayer”).

There s no form given for the First Sunday of Advent and the First Sunday in Lent, since it is customary to begin the service with
the Great Litany on those occasions, and omit the Prayers of the People.

Aslong as all rubrics arc o

Year A

I N I ) e
= 2 T T I
I 0 e ) e ) X e

25




