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Notice 

The One Hundred and Thirty-Seventh Session of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton will 

convene on Saturday, 2 November 2019, at 8:50 a.m. at Journey Wesleyan Church, 131 

Duncan Lane, Fredericton. 

 

Membership 

The Credentials Committee advises that it is important for those who intend to exercise 

membership of the Synod confirm that their name appears on either the list of licensed 

clergy or elected lay delegates and substitutes.  PLEASE REFER TO SECTION B. Those 

who feel the lists are in error need to take steps, prior to registration on the day of Synod, 

to clarify their status. Clergy not listed should contact the Bishop’s Secretary prior to 

registration and lay delegates, or lay substitutes replacing a delegate, not listed should 

assure the completion of the form of Certification of a Synod Delegate prior to attempting to 

register.   

 

Registration 

Registration opens at 8:00 a.m.  Please register upon arrival at the synod session on Nov. 2 

as a quorum will be required to convene the Session.  

 

Convening Circular 

Please become as familiar as possible with the contents of this circular and bring it to the 

meeting of Synod. Additional copies will not be available.  If lay delegates are unable to 

attend the session of synod, this circular must be passed to the substitute from 

the same parish attending in their place.  Those using a digital version of this circular 

should download it to a laptop, tablet or mobile device prior to arriving at the venue, if 

possible.  Please note that many of the reports and appendices from the 2018 unused 

circular are not reprinted here but will be available online as a separate document. 

 

Clergy Reports 

Canon Seven 6(b) requires all clergy having a cure of souls, to “deliver to the Bishop at 

each regular meeting of the Synod a report of the work done in the parish since the 

previous regular meeting of the Synod.”  The Bishop requests that the report be a personal 

assessment of the ministry implemented and of the plans for the future which are being 

considered.  This means that report should not be in the form of the annual statistical 

returns or the rector’s annual report to the congregation. 

 

Other Information 

Please visit the Synod 2019 web page (nb.anglican.ca/synod2019) for additional up to date 

information or to contact members of the Synod Sessional Committees. The Secretary of 

Synod is available to answer your questions or direct you to someone who can. 
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Prayers for Synod 
 
 
For this Synod 

Almighty God, giver of all and ruler of all that is seen and unseen; we ask for 

continual divine grace to your Church and especially to the 137th Session of 
Diocesan Synod.   May we walk in your way, leading lives worthy of our calling, in 

humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another in love and 
maintaining the unity of your Spirit in the bond of peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 
 

For the mission of the Church 

Draw your Church together, O Lord, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving him in his 

mission to the world, and together witnessing to his love on every continent and 
island.  May your Holy Spirit encourage and enable us in this diocese to bless those 
in our congregation and neighbourhood, to make opportunities to eat with others, 

to take time to listen to you and learn from your Word and the writings of gifted 
authors, and to know ourselves to be sent by you into our community and the 

world. We ask this in his name and for his sake. 
 
 

For the ministry of the Church 

Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, in your divine providence you have 
appointed various orders in your Church.  Give your grace, we humbly pray, to all 

who are (now) called to any office and ministry for your people;  and so fill them 
with the truth of your doctrine and clothe them with holiness of life, that they may 
faithfully serve before you, to the glory of your great name and for the benefit of 

your holy Church;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

In memorial 

O God of the spirits of all flesh, we praise and magnify your holy name for all your 
servants who have finished their course in faith and fear, especially those past 
members of Diocesan Synod ... [silence]; ... and we ask that encouraged by their 

examples and strengthened by their fellowship, we with them may share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
 Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
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DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON Policy B-2

RESPONSIBILITIES OF AMEMBER OF SYNOD

Lay Delegates to Diocesan Synod elected by parishes have responsibilities to the
Diocese and to the parish until they are replaced at a subsequent annual
meeting of parishioners according to the Constitution, s. 4. All Clergy licensed in
the Diocese are members of Synod.

(1) Lay delegates, although elected by the parish, are “members” of Diocesan
Synod and responsible to it when in session.

(2) Synod members, when Synod is in session, act and vote as members 
according to their conscience and Christian understanding.

(3) Synod members have the responsibility of reporting and explaining the action
of Synod in a positive way at the parish level.

(4) Synod members need to be familiar with the life of the Church at the parish
level to guide their discussion at Synod and on committees at Synod, and be
familiar with the structures of the Diocese so as to facilitate understanding at
the local level.

(5) Prior to any meeting of Synod, synod delegates will familiarize themselves
with the agenda and any material pertaining to the said Synod.

(6) Synod members should give leadership and accept election and/or
appointment to Diocesan committees.

(7) Synod members shall attend Archdeaconry Greater Chapter meetings when
called by the Archdeacon.

(8) Synod members are expected to promote the work of the Church at the
parish, diocesan, and national level, as well as overseas.

(9) Synod members ought to promote the actions of Synod, once decided upon,
whether or not they voted in favour.

Adopted 27 January 2007

137th Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton

Section A - 3 of 11



CANON TWO -- THE BUSINESS OF THE SYNOD 

PART I - RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 

Definitions 

1 In this Canon 

“Chair” means the Bishop or other person presiding at a meeting of the Synod; 

“member” means a member of the Synod. 

 

The Chair 

2(1) The Chair is responsible for preserving order and decorum at meetings of the Synod by 

(a) recognizing members who wish to speak and determining the order of speakers, 

(b) inviting the mover of a motion to present the opening and closing arguments on the 

question, 

(c) facilitating discussion and enabling the members to hear and listen to each other, 

(d) ensuring that all voices are heard and that none dominates, 

(e) ruling, when necessary, that speeches be limited to a specified time limit, 

(f) ruling whether proposed procedural motions or amendments to motions are in order, 

and 

(g) putting the question to a vote when all views have been sufficiently expressed. 

2(2) The Chair may request the advice of the Chancellor on questions of order and shall rule on 

such questions, stating the applicable rule or practice without argument or debate. 

2(3) Any member may appeal the Chair’s ruling on a question of order and the Synod shall 

decide the appeal without debate. 

2(4) The resolution referred to in subsection 2(3) is valid without approval of the Bishop or other 

chair. 

 

Sessional Committees 

3(1) The Chair shall appoint for each regular meeting of the Synod a Credentials Committee, an 

Agenda Committee, a Nominating Committee, a Resolutions Committee and such other 

sessional committees as are deemed necessary. 

3(2) The Chair shall appoint for any special meeting of the Synod a Credentials Committee and 

such other sessional committees as are deemed necessary. 

3(3) The Chair shall announce the names of the members of sessional committees when the 

Synod convenes for business. 

3(4) The Credentials Committee shall 

(a) register the names of the members in attendance at the meeting, 

(b) report to the Chair any question about the standing of persons claiming membership, 

and 

(c) report to the Chair as to whether there is a quorum. 

3(5) The Agenda Committee shall propose the agenda for each day of the meeting. 

3(6) The Nominating Committee shall 
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(a) receive nominations from members for the election of representatives to the 

Provincial and General Synods and to any other position to which the Synod is required 

to elect, and 

(b) supervise the election process. 

3(7) Subject to the age qualification in section 12 and to any requirement that a position be filled 

by a member of the Order of Clergy or a member of the Order of Laity, all members of the 

Synod and all substitute lay members of the Synod, whether they are present at the Synod or not, 

are eligible to be nominated for election to the Diocesan Council, as representatives to the 

Provincial and General Synods, and to any other position to which the Synod is required to elect. 

3(8) When two or more persons receive an equal number of votes on a ballot of the Synod for the 

election of representatives to the Provincial and General Synods or any other position to which 

the Synod is required to elect, the Diocesan Council shall resolve the tie or ties by ballot at its 

first meeting after the meeting of the Synod. 

3(9) Neither the Nominating Committee nor the Chair shall accept a nomination unless the 

nominee has expressly consented to nomination. 

3(10) The Resolutions Committee shall receive resolutions from members and prepare them for 

submission in accordance with guidelines approved by Diocesan Council. 

 

Order and Decorum 

4(1) Members are responsible for assisting debate by 

(a) identifying themselves and addressing all remarks to the Chair, 

(b) confining their remarks strictly to the motion being considered, 

(c) stating their positions clearly, succinctly and without repetition, and 

(d) maintaining an impersonal tone and avoiding personal comments. 

4(2) A member wishing to speak shall rise and address the Chair. 

4(3) When two or more members rise at the same time, the Chair shall determine the order in 

which they shall speak. 

4(4) A member called to order while speaking shall sit down, unless permitted by the Chair to 

explain. 

4(5) A member, if not interrupting a speaker, may at any time request that the motion being 

debated be read for clarification of the debate. 

4(6) Subject to subsections (7) and (8), no member shall speak more than once on the same 

question. 

4(7) A member who makes a motion may speak a second time to close the debate on the motion. 

4(8) An address by the Bishop is in order at any time. 

 

Courtesies of the Synod 

5 The Chair may invite a person who is not a member of the Synod to sit with the Synod or to 

address the Synod but that person shall not participate in debate or vote. 
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Reports of Committees 

6 Reports of the Diocesan Council, the Finance Committee, the Constitution and Canons 

Committee and any other committee required to report to the Synod shall be in writing and 

signed by the Chair of the Council or Committee. 

 

Notices of Motion  

7(1) Members may give notices of motion 

(a) during a meeting of the Synod, for consideration at the next regular meeting of the 

Synod and, in the absence of the member who gave such a notice, the motion may be 

made by any other member, and 

(b) by sending the same to the Secretary of the Synod not less than six weeks before a 

regular meeting of the Synod. 

7(2) The Secretary shall cause notices of motion given pursuant to subsection (1) to be printed in 

the notice of the meeting in the order in which they were given or received. 

7(3) Members may give notices of motion during a meeting of the Synod at times appointed by 

the Agenda Committee. 

7(4) Motions of which notices are given pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) shall be considered 

in priority to motions of which notices are given pursuant to subsection (3). 

 

Motions 

8(1) No motion or amendment is before the Synod unless it is seconded and in writing. 

8(2) No original motion, except a procedural motion, shall be received without notice unless 

permitted by the Synod. 

8(3) No motion that would result in a new expenditure may be considered unless it identifies a 

proposed source of funding or is qualified as being subject to available funding. 

8(4) When a motion has been read by the Chair it cannot be withdrawn without the consent of 

the Synod. 

8(5) When a motion is being considered, no other motion shall be received except 

(a) to adjourn, 

(b) to lay it on the table, 

(c) to consider it clause by clause, 

(d) to postpone it until a certain time, 

(e) to postpone it indefinitely, 

(f) to refer it, 

(g) to amend it, or 

(h) that the question be put, 

and such motions have precedence in the order named, following a motion to put the question. 

8(6) No more than one amendment to a proposed amendment of a motion is in order at one time. 

8(7) Motions to adjourn, to adjourn the debate, or to lay a motion on the table shall be decided 

without debate. 

8(8) A motion that the question be put shall be decided without debate and, to be carried, 

requires the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the members present. 
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8(8.1) The motion referred to in subsection (8) is valid without approval of the Bishop or other 

Chair. 

8(9) Debate on a motion to refer shall be restricted to the questions whether to refer and to 

whom. 

8(10) When amendments to a motion are proposed, the amendments and the original motion 

shall be put in the reverse order to that in which they were made. 

8(11) When the Chair declares that a question is being put, no further debate shall be allowed 

and no member shall rise. 

 

Voting 

9(1) When the votes of the clergy and of the lay members are required to be taken separately 

under subsection 8(2) of the Constitution or upon any motion to amend the Constitution or to 

adopt, amend, suspend or repeal a Canon, the question shall be put first to the order of the mover. 

9(2) In voting, those who vote in the affirmative shall so signify first, and then those who vote in 

the negative. 

9(2.1) Notwithstanding subsection (2), at the direction of the Chair or at the request of twenty 

members, voting on specified business shall be by ballot. 

9(3) If there is an equality of votes, either of the Synod voting collectively or in the votes of 

either the clergy or the lay members taken separately, the Chair shall declare the question to have 

been decided in the negative. 

9(4) A question, once determined, shall not again be drawn into discussion at the same meeting 

of the Synod without the permission of the Chair. 

 

Suspension of the Rules of Order 

10(1) A motion to suspend a Rule of Order and Procedure shall take precedence over all other 

motions, shall be decided without debate, and to be carried requires the affirmative votes of two-

thirds of the members present. 

10(2) The motion referred to in subsection (1) is valid without approval of the Bishop or other 

Chair. 

 

Unprovided Cases 

11 When a question of order is not covered by these Rules, the Chair may refer to Kerr and 

King’s Procedures for Meetings and Organizations for guidance. 
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In Memoriam 
 

The Reverend James Harris Appleton 

1953 - 2019 

Born in Moncton, the Rev. Jim Appleton first trained as a lawyer and worked in 

several places across Canada. Later in life, he obtained a Master of Arts (Theology) 

at the Atlantic School of Theology. He was ordained deacon in 2018 and priest later 

that year. At his passing, he was incumbent in the Parish of Fredericton Junction, a 

palliative care chaplain and diocesan representative on the AST Board of Governors. 

 

The Reverend Martha Jane Arnott 

1935 – 2017 

The Rev. Jane Arnott was born in Bowmanville, Ontario.  She first trained and 

worked as a nurse.  Later in life she completed a Bachelor of Arts followed by a 

Master of Divinity at Trinity College in Toronto.  She was ordained a deacon in 1991 

and a priest in 1992.  Following some years ministering in Newfoundland, she and 

husband Murry moved to New Brunswick where she served in the parishes of 

Madawaska and Grand Falls, and then in Canterbury, Benton and Kirkland. 

 

The Reverend Lewis Dick Black 

1957 - 2019 

Originally from Saint John, the Rev. Dick Black worked for many years in business, at 

one point completing a Master of Business Administration from the University of New 

Brunswick.  He then completed a Master of Divinity from Wycliffe College and was 

ordained deacon in 2008 and priest in 2009.  Dick served in the Parish of Salisbury 

and Havelock and the Parish of Bathurst before illness forced an early leave. 

 

The Reverend David Cole (later Dr. Gifford-Cole) 
1930 - 2018 

The Rev. David Cole was born in England and ordained there, deacon in 1956 and 

priest in 1957.  He was received in the Diocese of Fredericton in 1960 and served in 

the Parish of Simonds for seven years before serving as NB District Secretary of the 

Canadian Bible Society for another seven years.  He then moved to British Columbia. 

 

Captain Janet Grace (Claxton) Edwards 

1953 - 2018 

Janet was born in London and worked as a high school teacher in the UK before 

immigrating to New Brunswick in 1998. She was commissioned as an evangelist with 

the Church Army, first working with David to establish Taylor College in Saint John.  

She then served at the Coverdale Centre and as parish evangelist with the Parish of 

Lakewood/Fundy and the Lakes. 

 

The Reverend Roy Frederic Embley 

1916 - 2017 

The Rev. Roy Embley was born in Lytham St Annes, Lancashire, England and moved 

to Canada in 1949.  He was ordained deacon in 1959 and priest in 1960.  After 
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moving to New Brunswick, he served in the parishes of Dalhousie, Simonds and 

Fredericton Junction.  He moved to Edmonton in retirement. 

 

The Reverend John Franklin Farmer 

1926 - 2018 

The Rev. John Farmer was born in Woodstock in 1926. He attended Mount Alison 

University, Wycliffe College and King’s College.  He was ordained deacon in 1954 and 

priest in 1955 after which he served in the parishes of Fredericton and Stanley. In 

1961, John joined the Black Watch Regiment and served as a Chaplain to the Armed 

Forces until he retired in 1981. 

 

The Reverend Canon David Bryans Jackson 

1931 - 2019 

Canon David Jackson was born in Yorkshire, England, and following graduation with 

an agricultural diploma he started a career in that field.  He emigrated to Canada in 

1959.  In 1961, he began to pursue a Bachelor and then Master of Theology at St. 

John’s College in Winnipeg.  Following his ordination as deacon in 1964 and priest in 

1965 he served for 8 years in the Diocese of Rupert’s Land.  He moved to the 

Diocese of Fredericton in 1973 and served in the parishes of Wicklow, Wilmot and 

Peel, Westfield and Coldbrook – St. Mary, as well as the Anglican Church’s first 

official full-time hospital chaplain at Saint John Regional Hospital. 

 

The Reverend Canon Marjorie Elaine Bulmer Lucas 

1923 – 2018 

Canon Elaine Lucas was born in Sackville.  She graduated from Mount Allison 

University and Wycliffe College.  As a lay person she worked for the Woman’s 

Auxiliary of the Anglican Church of Canada in the Dioceses of Caledonia (northern 

BC) and Toronto.  Elaine also had an extensive business career, working in 

secretarial and managerial positions in Sackville, Quebec City, Toronto and London.  

Elaine was ordained a deacon and then a priest in 1996.  She served at Bishop 

Cronyn Memorial Church, London, for two years before returning to her home 

province.  In 1999 she was appointed Pastoral Assistant at Christ Church Cathedral, 

retiring in 2003, and was made an Honorary Canon of the Cathedral the same year. 

 

The Reverend Canon William (Bill) Roland MacMullin 

1945 – 2018 

Canon Bill MacMullin was born in Fredericton.  He studied at the University of New 

Brunswick and Wycliffe College, receiving a Master of Divinity.  He was ordained 

deacon in Toronto and then priest in the Diocese of Newfoundland in 1975.  Bill 

began his ministry in Port Saunders in the new diocese of Western Newfoundland.  

After returning to New Brunswick he served in the parishes of Campbellton, Carleton, 

and Douglas and Nashwaaksis, where he continued to serve as an honorary 

assistant. Throughout his life he was also actively involved with many other 

ministries, most recently the Canadian Bible Society. 
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The Reverend Theodore Charles Cameron Reinhardt  

1932 – 2018 

The Rev. Theodore Reinhardt was born in Montreal. He was ordained deacon in 1965 

and priest in 1967 in the Diocese of Saskatchewan.  He also served in the Dioceses 

of Montreal, Quebec, Ottawa and Algoma.  He served in this diocese in the Parish of 

East Saint John in the late 1980s and in the Parish of McAdam in the early 1990s, 

before transferring to the Diocese of Moosonee. He was a drummer and teacher of 

drumming with the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada. 

 

The Reverend Ronald John Rippin 

1927 – 2018 

The Rev. Ronald Rippin was born in Pretoria, Ontario.  He began his career with the 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police in New Brunswick, serving from 1947 to 1968.  He 

then completed a Bachelor of Ministry degree at Huron College and was ordained a 

deacon in 1970 and a priest in 1972.  Ron served in the parishes of Canning and 

Chipman, Oromocto and at Christ Church Cathedral, and in retirement in the Parish 

of Johnston. 

 

The Reverend J. Douglas Patstone 

1946 - 2019 

The Rev. Doug Patstone was born in Ontario and raised in Westfield. He first served 

as Church Army Captain, prior to completing a Licentiate in Theology at Wycliffe 

College followed by ordination as deacon in 1976 and priest in 1977.  Douglas served 

five years in the Parish of Fredericton then in parishes in British Columbia and 

Ontario before returning to the Parish of Bathurst in 2000, followed by the Parish of 

Lakewood. After retirement he left the Anglican Church in Canada for the Anglican 

Network in Canada. 

 

The Reverend Donald Douglas McLeod Sharp 

1930 - 2018 

The Rev. Don Sharp was born in Hampton and initially worked as a bookkeeper in 

the family business.  He then studied for the ministry at Medley Hall and was 

ordained deacon in 1964 and priest in 1965. Don served in the parishes of Hampton, 

Portland, Upham and Restigouche, before transferring to the Diocese of Nova Scotia 

and Prince Edward Island 

 

Philip Norman Williston 

1936 – 2018 

Philip Williston was born in Chatham, NB.  He attended Bishop’s University, receiving 

a B.A. followed by a Licentiate in Theology.  He was ordained deacon in 1963 and 

priest in 1964.  Philip served in the parishes of Addington, Coldbrook - St. Mary, 

Chatham, Hampton and Grand Manan, and was made a Canon of Christ Church 

Cathedral in 1983.  He retired in 1997 and relinquished his ministry in 2000.  
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Agenda Overview  

(Draft – October 2019) 

Journey Wesleyan Church, Fredericton     

November 2, 2019 

 

 

* Presented for planning purposes only. 

 

 

8:00 AM Registration, sale, and display tables in entrance and registration area  

 

8:15 AM Holy Eucharist (follow the signs)  

 

8:50 AM Synod convenes – worship area 

  - Report of the Credentials Committee and declaration of quorum  

  - Approval of agenda 

- Minutes of the 136th Synod, November 4, 2017  

- Nominations for Provincial and General Synod 

- Notices of motions 

 

9:30 AM Closing for notices of motion 

9:30 AM Morning Prayer and Bishop’s Charge  

 

10:35 AM Launch of new diocesan logo and tagline 

 

10:40 AM Motions 

 

11:45 AM Mid-day Prayer 

 

12:00 Noon Lunch 

 

12:50 PM Motions continued 

12:55 PM Close of voting for Provincial and General Synod delegates 

 

1:50 PM  Season of Intentional Discipleship 

  Reports/motions continued 

 

2:55 PM Break  

 

3:10PM Provincial and General Synod delegate election results 

  

3:15 PM Unfinished business, closing remarks and adjournment 

 

3:30 PM Evening Prayer 
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Membership  
 

 
 

Per section 3 of the Constitution, the Synod shall consist of: 

 

(a) the Bishop – the Right Reverend David Edwards 

 

(b) the Coadjutor Bishop, if any, of the Diocese – N/A 

 

(c) the Suffragan Bishop, if any, of the Diocese – N/A 

 

(d) the Assistant Bishop, if any, of the Diocese – N/A 

 

(e) the Dean – the Very Reverend Geoffrey Hall 

 

(f)  members of the clergy – see B - 2 

 

(g) the Chancellor – Mr. David Bell  

 and the Vice-Chancellor – Dr. Kelly VanBuskirk, QC 

 

(h) the Diocesan President of the Anglican Church Women – Ms. Linda Fury 

 

(i)  the Secretary of the Synod – the Reverend David Peer 

 

(j)  the Treasurer of the Synod – Ms. Heather Harris-Jones 

 

(k) Threshold Ministries (formerly Church Army) licensed in the Diocese – see B - 4 

 

(l)  the lay members of the Synod or their substitutes elected pursuant to the 

Constitution – see B - 5 

• Westside Anglican Mission is included here by Diocesan Council motion per 

Constitution 4(7.1). 
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Licensed Clergy 
Diocese of Fredericton 

As at 30 September 2019 

 
Name Community Ordained Deacon 

 
Ordained Priest 

 

Allan, Stuart (Rev. Canon) Kingston 1972-05-28 1973-05-31 

Alston, David (Rev.) Moncton 2016-06-26 n/a 

Amos-Binks, Wendy (Rev.) Riverview 2001-06-24 2001-11-25 

Barrett, David (Rev. Canon) Saint John 1985-06-06 1986-06-29 

Barry, Robert (Rev.) Miramichi 1986-06-26 1987-06-11 

Bedell, Francene (Rev. Canon) Edmundston 1986-12-06 n/a 

Black, Roderick (Ven.) Richmond Corner 1998-05-16 1999-03-21 

Boomer, Harold (Rev.) Woodstock 2018-09-23 2019-06-23 

Borthwick, Kevin (Rev.) Shediac Cape 1985-06-06 1986-06-26 

Caines, Michael (Rev.) Saint John 2008-09-20 2009-03-28 

Caldwell, Eric (Rev.) St. Stephen 1981-02-09 1985-06-06 

Chandra, Jasmine (Rev.) Saint John 2008-01-20 2009-03-28 

Chandra, Terence (Rev.) Saint John 2005-11-20 2006-06-29 

Cheeseman, Neville (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1986-06-29 1987-06-11 

Cochran, Deborah (Rev.) Bloomfield 2014-01-11 n/a 

Collett, Wally (Rev.) Quispamsis 1985-06-06 1986-06-29 

Cooper, Perry (Rev.) Miramichi 1997-11-30 1998-12-15 

Corey, Wally (Rev. Canon) Saint John 1971-05-30 1974-05-19 

Craig, Patricia (Rev. Canon) Saint John 1990-06-11 1991-06-16 

Crighton, James (Rev.) St. Andrews 2017-10-01 2018-06-24 

Crowther, Thomas (Ven.) Salmon Beach 1956-05-10 1957-05-10 

Davidson, Sean (Rev. Dr.) Sussex Corner n/a 2018-01-20 

Dean, Dana (Rev. Captain) Sussex 1994-06-02 1995-04-26 

Dean, David (Rev.) Saint John 1982-06-06 1983-06-26 

Drummond, Patricia (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1997-06-24 2000-11-26 

Dryden, Eleanor (Rev.) Grand Bay-Westfield 2009-02-01 n/a 

Dupuis, Norm (Rev.) Moncton 2015-09-27 n/a 

Edmondson, Debbie (Rev.) Keswick Ridge 2009-02-01 n/a 

Edwards, David (Rt. Rev.) Saint John 1995-09-24 1996-09-29 

Eves, George (Rev. Canon) Quispamsis 1980-01-06 1980-11-01 

Fairweather, Ann (Rev.) Campbellton 2015-09-27 2016-06-26 

Fowler, Brenda (Rev.) Smithtown 2016-06-26 n/a 

Galbraith, John (Rev.) Fredericton 2017-06-18 2018-06-24 

Gillies, J. Peter (Rev.) Saint John 1995-06-29 1996-03-24 

Glencross, Bruce (Rev.) Clairville 1981-06-07 1982-05-30 

Godsoe, Arnold (Rev.) Fredericton 1991-05-26 1992-02-02 

Golding, James (Rev. Canon) Rothesay 1963-10-28 1964-12-16 

Goodwin, Dan (Rev. Dr.) Moncton 2014-11-30 2015-06-28 

Gregg, Arthur (Ven.) Grand Bay-Westfield 1965-05-30 1966-05-29 

Haire, Barbara (Rev.) Salem 2014-11-30 n/a 

Hall, Geoffrey (Very Rev.) Fredericton 1990-06-06 1991-06-16 

Hallewell, Jonathan (Rev.) Quispamsis 2018-11-25 2019-06-23 

Ham, Brent (Ven.) Riverview 1998-03-01 1999-03-21 

Hamilton, Elaine (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1981-09-20 2000-11-26 

Harnish, Stephen (Rev.) Perth Andover 2010-09-21 2011-03-18 
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Hartin, Cole (Rev. Dr.) Saint John 2018-06-24 2019-06-23 

Harvey, John (Rev.) New Maryland 1987-06-11 1988-06-11 

Haugen-Strand, Lidvald (Rev.) Sackville n/a 1989-06-23 

Hayes, Chris (Rev.) Petitcodiac 2003-01-18 2003-11-22 

Hazen, F. Harold (Ven. Dr.) Saint John 1957-03-24 1958-05-25 

Hebb, Ross (Rev. Canon Dr.) Islandview 1985-10-04 1987-06-11 

Hockin, William (Rt. Rev.) Fredericton 1962-05-20 1963-05-23 

Horne, Andrew (Rev.) Rothesay 2001-06-24 2002-05-19 

Howlett, R. Keith (Rev.) Geary 1974-10-27 1976-01-25 

Howson, Geoffrey (Rev.) Bocabec 1982-09-29 1982-12-17 

Hunt, Karman (Rev.) Riverview 1998-10-19 1999-09-14 

Hunt, Valerie (Rev.) Riverview 1997-10-23 1998-10-25 

Irish, Eileen (Rev.) Rothesay 1997-05-31 1998-03-29 

Irvine, James (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1970-12-18 1972-06-24 

Ketch, Christopher (Rev.) Browns Yard 2014-06-14 2015-06-28 

Langmaid, Mary Anne (Rev.) St. George 1998-06-29 1999-03-21 

Langmaid, Robert (Rev. Captain) Fredericton 2012-07-29 2013-05-05 

Langmaid, Wilfred (Rev.) Fredericton 1989-07-09 1990-06-24 

Laskey, Cathy (Ven.) Fredericton 2006-05-31 2006-11-29 

Laskey, Gerald (Rev.) Blackville 1983-05-25 1984-06-11 

LeBlanc, Bonita (Rev. Canon) Stanley 2003-06-11 2003-11-22 

LeBlanc, Robert (Rev.) Florenceville-Bristol 1997-10-23 1998-06-29 

Lemmon, George (Rt. Rev.) Fredericton 1962-05-31 1963-05-26 

Lownds, Jon (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1973-03-21 1974-08-06 

MacPherson, Sandy (Ven.) Bathurst 2014-01-11 2016-09-18 

Marsh, Rob (Ven.) Quispamsis 2010-10-02 2011-03-26 

Martin, Leo (Rev. Canon) Saint John 1994-06-24 1995-05-14 

Matheson, John (Ven.) St. Andrews 1980-06-15 1981-06-24 

McAllister, Kevin (Rev.) Hanwell 2016-06-26 2017-06-18 

McCracken, Paul (Rev.) Saint John 1976-09-29 1979-03-26 

McKenna, Bruce (Rev. Canon) New Maryland 1990-09-16 1991-06-16 

McMullen, Christopher (Rev.) Apohaqui 1998-06-29 2000-01-06 

McMullen, Daniel (Rev.) Sussex 2016-06-26 2017-06-18 

McMullin, Gregory (Rev. Canon) Saint John 1986-09-29 1987-06-12 

Mercer, David (Rev. Dr.) Douglas 1971-07-25 1972-10-28 

Miller, Claude (Most Rev.) Fredericton 1988-06-11 1989-07-25 

Montgomery, Robert (Rev.) Rothesay 2018-06-24 2019-06-23 

Montgomery, Rylan (Rev.) Rothesay 2008-05-04 2009-02-01 

Nisbett, Thomas (Rev.) Miramichi 2015-06-28 2016-06-26 

Noseworthy, Shirley (Rev.) Woodstock 1996-08-18 1997-06-11 

O’Brien, Craig (Rev.) Sackville 1998-10-28 1999-10-14 

O'Hara, Michael (Rev.) Quispamsis 2011-06-12 2012-03-19 

Onyewuchi, Rufus (Rev.) Moncton 1974-09-18 1975-06-01 

Osborne, Keith (Ven.) Saint John 1991-06-23 1992-06-08 

Osiowy, Neil (Rev.) Doaktown n/a 2004-05-21 

Painter, Douglas (Rev.) Kingston 2000-11-30 2001-04-25 

Peer, David (Rev.) Saint John 2016-06-26 2017-06-18 

Pillay, Julian (Rev.) St. Stephen n/a 2003-06-29 

Quann, Edward (Rev.) Miramichi 2012-11-03 n/a 

Quann, Ted (Rev.) Miramichi 2012-11-03 n/a 

Ranson, Paul (Rev.) Fredericton 2005-06-10 2005-12-04 
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Rideout, Paul (Rev.) Rothesay 2010-05-31 2010-11-19 

Salloum, Robert (Rev.) Moncton 2001-06-01 2001-12-15 

Scribner, Steven (Rev.) Kingston 2013-10-10 2014-06-15 

Sharpe, John (Ven.) Fredericton 1970-05-17 1973-05-31 

Simons, John (Rev. Dr.) Sackville 1969-05-11 1969-10-19 

Smith, Robert (Rev. Canon Dr.) Saint John 1962-05-31 1963-05-26 

Smith, Thomas (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1954-11-30 1955-12-18 

Snelgrove, Albert (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1982-06-06 1983-06-29 

Snelgrove, Wandlyn (Ven.) Fredericton 2012-11-24 2013-05-04 

Spencer, E.T. (Ted) (Rev.) Fredericton 1954-05-23 1955-06-05 

Springthorpe, Jonathan (Rev.) Grand Bay-Westfield 2012-06-16 2012-11-24 

Staples, David (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1976-06-09 1977-05-22 

Steeves, Richard (Rev. Canon) Miramichi 1998-05-16 1999-03-21 

Steeves, Rose (Rev.) Miramichi 2012-11-03 n/a 

Stockall, Kevin (Rev. Canon) Fredericton 1988-06-11 1989-06-29 

Stockall, Reginald (Ven.) Moncton 1959-05-24 1960-05-26 

Stradwick, Thomas (Rev.) Sussex 1994-05-31 1995-04-03 

Stuart, M. Dwight (Rev.) Saint John 2017-06-18 2018-06-24 

Tapley, Allen (Rev. Canon) Sussex Corner 1995-06-24 1996-03-24 

Thompson, Gordon (Rev.) Grand Bay-Westfield 1990-06-05 1991-06-16 

Turner, David (Rev.) Hampton 2010-05-02 2011-03-26 

Twinamatsiko, Caleb (Rev.) Pennfield 1993-12-19 1995-12-17 

VanBuskirk, Christopher (Rev.Canon) Moncton 1989-07-09 1990-06-24 

Wells, Elizabeth (Rev.) Sackville 2014-01-11 n/a 

Westin, John Paul (Rev. Dr.) Saint John 1986-09-19 1987-06-24 

Whitney, Lee (Rev. Dr.) Fredericton 1979-12-16 1981-12-14 

Williams, Walter (Rev. Canon) Oromocto 1978-05-09 1979-06-03 

 

 

 

 

Licensed Lay Evangelists  
Diocese of Fredericton 

As at 30 September 2019 
 

Bateman, Hugh (Captain) , Threshold Ministries Shediac Cape 

Blanchet, Cyrus (Captain), Threshold Ministries Saint John 

Borthwick, Cathy, former Church Army Shediac Cape 

Branch, Shawn (Captain), Threshold Ministries Saint John 

Hunt, Bonnie (Captain), Threshold Ministries Saint John 

Kantor, Debora, Threshold Ministries Cambridge-Narrows 

Pitman, Robert, Threshold Ministries Saint John 
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DRAFT 

MINUTES OF THE  

136th SESSION OF THE  

DIOCESAN SYNOD OF FREDERICTON 

04 November 2017 

The Right Reverend David Edwards, Chair 

Christ Church (Parish) Church, Parish of Fredericton 

Fredericton, N.B. 

 

THEME: 

Walk the walk Ephesians 4:1 

 

The 136th Session of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton was convened in the Nave of Christ 

Church (Parish) Church, Parish of Fredericton. Registration of delegates began at 8:00 am. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Right Reverend David Edwards, Bishop of Fredericton, called delegates, guests, and 

observers to order at 8:50 am by acknowledging that the land on which Synod gathered is the 

traditional unceded territory of the Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq peoples.  He then 

opened the session with prayers and offered a word of welcome to all gathered. 

 

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

The Bishop reported the Credentials Committee had advised him that, as of 8:50 am, the 

number of delegates registered was as follows: 

 Clergy: 59 registered out of a possible 76 (78%) 

 Lay: 126 registered out of a possible 171 (74%) 

Quorum was declared and the 136th Session of Diocesan Synod officially opened. 

 

Note: The Reverend Lidvald Haugen-Strand was left out of the membership list in the circular. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA 

Motion 136-01 - The Ven Cathy Laskey / The Rev’d Debbie Edmondson 

That the agenda be approved as presented. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF RECORDING SECRETARY 

The Bishop thanked the Rev’d Canon Leo Martin and presented him with a card for his service 

as the Diocesan Council Recording Secretary and Recording Secretary for Synod for 13 years. 

 

 Motion 136-02 – The Ven Cathy Laskey / Barb Haire 

 That the Reverend David Peer be appointed Recording Secretary for this 

Session of Synod. 

 Motion carried. 

 

REGRETS 

Synod Members: 

 The Reverend Robert Barry 

 The Reverend James Crighton 

 The Reverend Canon George Eves 

 The Venerable Arthur Gregg 

 The Venerable John Matheson 

 The Reverend Canon Bruce McKenna
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 The Reverend Dr David Mercer 

 The Reverend Canon Robert Smith 

 The Reverend Dr John Paul Weston 

 Dr Kelly VanBuskirk, QC 

 The Reverend Karmen Hunt 

 The Reverend Valerie Hunt 

 Nancy Stephens, Chair, Outreach and Mission Team 

 Rick Haddad, Chair, Stewardship Team 

Ecumenical Guests 

 The Most Reverend Robert Harris – Catholic Diocese of Saint John 

 The Reverend Dr. Peter Reid – Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HEAD TABLE 

The Bishop called on the Vice Chair to introduce those sitting at the head table:  

 The Very Reverend Geoffrey Hall, Dean of Christ Church Cathedral 

 Mr David Bell, Chancellor of the Diocese 

 The Right Reverend David Edwards, Bishop of the Diocese 

 The Venerable Cathy Laskey, Executive Assistant of the Bishop 

 The Reverend David Peer, Recording Secretary of this Synod 

 The Reverend Canon Leo Martin, Past Recording Secretary of Synod 

 Mrs Sandra Craft, Vice-Chair of Diocesan Council 

 

SYNOD INVITED GUESTS, SESSIONAL COMMITTEES AND OBSERVERS  

The Bishop acknowledged the Chairs of the Sessional Committees: 

 Synod Planning Chair Sandra Craft 

 Agenda  The Ven. Cathy Laskey and the Right Rev’d David Edwards 

 Communications  Gisele McKnight and Dorothy Shephard 

 Arrangements  Mary Robinson and John Galbraith 

 Hospitality Subcommittee Carol Blacklock and Geneva Anderson  

 Nominating     The Rev’d Ann Fairweather and Frank Morehouse 

 Resolutions      David Bell 

 Technical Support  David Wilson and Peter Jacobs 

 Worship  The Very Rev’d Geoffrey Hall and the Rev’d Paul Ranson 

 Credentials  Cheryl Jacobs 

 Program Planning The Rt Rev’d David Edwards, the Ven Cathy Laskey, the Rev’d 

David Peer, the Rev’d Paul Ranson, Erin Hodge, and Klaudia 

Ross 

 

The Bishop introduced the invited guests: 

The Rev’d Lisa Vaughn Parish Vitality Coordinator for the Anglican Diocese of Nova 

Scotia and Prince Edward Island 

The Rev’d Richard Bowley President of the Maritime Conference of the United Church of 

Canada and Minister at St Paul’s United Church, Fredericton 

The Rev’d Ralph Weigold Eastern Synod Representative from the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Canada and Pastor of New Denmark Lutheran 

Church 

Andrew Scollick Director Vocations and Recruitment, The Atlantic School of 

Theology 
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COURTESIES TO SYNOD GUESTS/OBSERVERS 

Motion 136-03 - The Rev’d Rob Salloum / Gina Quann 

That this Synod extend its courtesies to our guests. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The Bishop recognized and welcomed the following observers: 

Ben Bourque - Personnel and Safe Church Officer 

Nicole Chouinard – Financial and Administrative Assistant 

Allyson Caldwell – Assistant to Director of Youth and Intergenerational Ministries 

Cheryl Jacobs - Bishop’s Secretary and Spiritual Development Team Chair 

Gisele McKnight - Communications Officer 

Colin McDonald – Director of Youth and Intergenerational Ministries 

Jason Smith - Youth and Intergenerational Ministries Team Chair 

Dorothy Shephard - Communications Team Chair 

Erin Hodge - Threshold Ministries  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Ven Cathy Laskey noted that housekeeping announcements were contained in the 

delegate package and only First Aid and Safe Church announcements would be provided from 

the floor.  

 

The Rev’d Chris Ketch introduced the Synod first aiders and provided basic instructions for first 

aid emergencies 

 

Ben Bourque talked about safe church, how to find information online, and the response the 

Diocese has taken from feedback on training.  The online training will be updated.  He noted 

the location of building exits, washrooms, fire extinguishers and fire alarms. 

 

REVIEW OF THE RULES OF ORDER AND DECORUM 

The Chancellor reminded Synod of the responsibilities of all members and that Synod gathers 

to deal with the temporal matters of the Diocese of Fredericton. He noted that the Rules of 

Order and Procedure could be found on pages 4 to 8 of Section A of the Convening Circular and 

that anyone wishing to place a motion before Synod needs to provide a written draft of his or 

her resolution to the Resolutions Committee before 10:10 am.  The resolutions committee will 

make sure everything is in order and that the motion states what the mover and seconder want 

it to say. 

 

MINUTES 

Motion 136-04 – The Rev’d Ed Quann / Cheryl Young 

That the minutes of the 135th Session of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton be 

adopted as circulated (Section C, pages 1-14) 

 

Motion carried. 

 

STATUS OF RESOLUTIONS – 135th SESSION OF SYNOD 

Motion 135-05 – Nancy Wiggins / Neville Sloane 

That the report on the Status of Resolutions of the 134th Session of the Diocesan 

of Fredericton (Section C, pages 15-16) be approved as circulated. 

 

Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

The Ven Cathy Laskey read correspondence sent to the Synod from the Office of the Prime 

Minister and the Requests Officer to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

MORNING PRAYER 

The Very Rev’d Geoffrey Hall led the Synod at Morning Prayer.  The offering of $1786.80 was 

directed to the construction of the Anglican Seminary Library at Bishop McAllister College. 

 

BISHOP’S CHARGE 

The Bishop based his charge to those gathered for the 136th Session of Synod on Matthew 

22:35-40. In his charge the Bishop reminded delegates that love is absolutely everything and 

called synod delegates to consider our purpose as the Church and how we can reach out to the 

world that God loves. Copies of the charge will be made available on the Diocesan website after 

Synod. 

 

BREAK 

The Bishop called for a break and asked members to return within in 15 minutes.  Synod was 

called back to order at 10:40 am. 

 

PROGRAM 

The Bishop introduced the program portion of synod with a video that envisages the Church as 

a Missional community.  He then spoke about the book Surprise the World: the 5 Habits of 

Highly Missional People and the BELLS model for mission proposed by the books author Michael 

Frost. The author uses the acronym BELLS to remind readers of the five habits: Bless, Eat, 

Listen, Learn, Sent. 

 

Threshold Ministries’ national director Shawn Branch facilitated the program session, 

introducing videos for each habit, interviewing a member of the Diocese who illustrates the 

habit, and praying for their ministry after their interview. 

 

B is for Bless 

Frost explained the value of supporting and affirming and suggested blessing three 

people each week. Dawn Mary Baker, a member of the Parish of Madawaska, discussed 

her mission, which illustrates blessing. A retired nurse, she shares her experience, skills 

and compassion with the women of the Edmundston region, a city with its share of drug 

abuse, alcoholism and family violence. 

 

E is for Eat 

Frost suggested eating with one member of the church, one non-Christian and one more 

person each week. Shawn interviewed Rob Pitman, Threshold Ministries’ parish 

evangelist and the outreach pastor at St. Luke’s in the Parish of Portland. Rob runs a food 

ministry serving more than 5,000 meals a year. Rob explained how volunteers used to 

stay in the kitchen, but now they know that the real mission is with the diners. 

 

L is for Listen 

Frost explained the importance of creating space to listen for the prompting of the Holy 

Spirit. Missional people must be in tune with the outside world, yet remain different from 

the world. Anna Caines explained how listening to the Holy Spirit changed her life and she 

described to Synod how she regularly sits in quiet meditation in God’s love. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 

The Rev’d Paul Ranson led the Synod at mid-day prayer.   
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LUNCH 

The Rev’d Paul Ranson offered a prayer of thanksgiving for lunch and the Synod recessed at 

11:50 am. 

 

PROGRAM 

Synod reconvened at 12:50 pm to continue with the program. 

 

L is for Learn Christ 

Frost made an important distinction between knowing about Jesus and really knowing 

Jesus.  Learning Christ means being continually shaped by Jesus by finding at least one 

time a week solely for immersing yourself in the example of Jesus — reading aloud, using 

study materials and entering into the story. Erik Sample was the next guest. He and his 

wife, Nicole, are house parents at the Bishop’s Court community. They oversee and 

mentor several young people. He explained how Bishop’s Court provides an opportunity 

to be immersed in a community of people who want to know Jesus, who read the bible 

together, and eat together. Erik said that immersing himself in the gospels changed his 

life and motivates him to live life differently. 

 

S is for Sent 

Frost noted that the word mission means to be sent and that many mistakenly believe 

that only those ordained are sent. Klaudia Ross explained how the Holy Spirit called her 

over time, and rather persistently, to leave her career as a cancer researcher. She is now 

the Parish Outreach Coordinator at St. George’s in Moncton. 

 

Shawn Branch wrapped up the BELLS portion of the program by summarizing key points 

and leading the Synod in prayer. 

 

Hockey Ministries International 

Bishop David introduced Bruce Smith of Hockey Ministries International. Bruce works 

extensively with hockey leagues in the Maritimes, offering chapel services in arenas. 

Bruce noted the continual conflict between church and hockey on Sunday mornings. His 

call has been to stop waiting for people to choose church, and instead, take God to where 

they are. He recalled the QMJHL president being shocked when Bruce told him that 56 of 

his players had requested a bible. Bruce noted that this ministry is a work of God and that 

he has discovered lots of people out there need a shepherd. Bruce advised Synod 

delegates to take a risk and extend an invitation. At the end of Bruce Smith’s 

presentation, the Bishop thanked him and prayed for his hockey ministry. 

 

Motion 136-06 – Rev David Peer / Coralie Losier 

a) That the Diocesan Synod recommend to the Greater Chapters that their 

January/February meeting agenda include the video series based on the 

book Surprise The World: The Five Habits of Highly Missional People by 

Michael Frost;   

b) That the Archdeacon, Lay and Cleric members of Diocesan Council from 

each Greater Chapter work together to provided leadership for this meeting 

and encourage and support the clergy, parish lay and substitute synod 

members and wardens to enable parishes or groups of parishes to engage 

with the book during Easter;   

c) That each Parish Corporation's cleric, wardens, delegates and substitutes 

to synod work together to have their parish and its congregations study the 

book during Easter; and  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d) That after Easter, the Archdeacon, Cleric, and Lay member of Diocesan 

Council report back to council at each meeting on the missional actions 

taken by parishes or groups of parishes in their Greater Chapter.   

 

Motion carried. 

 

DIOCESAN OFFICER REPORTS AND DIOCESAN COUNCIL REPORT 

Motion 136-07 – Sandra Craft / The Ven Cathy Laskey 

That this Synod receive the Diocesan Officer Reports and the Diocesan Council 

Report (Section E, pages 1-8 and  

Section F, pages 1-5). 

 

Motion carried. 

 

2016 REVIEW ENGAGEMENT REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Motion 136-08 – Gilbert Carter / Rob Marsh 

That this Synod receive the Diocesan Review Engagement Report and Financial 

Statements for the year ended 31 December 2016 (Section F Appendix 7 & 8). 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF DIOCESAN COUNCIL ELECTIONS BY GREATER CHAPTERS 

At meetings of Archdeaconry Greater Chapters, elections were held for members of Diocesan 

Council for the next term beginning following the 2017 meeting of Diocesan Synod. The 

following elections were presented for the approval of Synod. 

 

Archdeaconry Lay Clergy 

Chatham Mrs Siobhan Laskey 

Parish of Derby and Blackville 

The Rev’d Ted Quann  

Parish of Chatham 

Fredericton Mrs Sandra Craft 

Parish of New Maryland 

The Rev’d Christian Persaud 

Parishes of Cambridge and 

Waterborough and Gagetown 

Kingston and the 

Kennebecasis 

Mr Robert Taylor 

Parish of Rothesay 

The Rev’d Tom Stradwick 

Parish of Sussex 

Moncton Mrs Cheryl Young 

Parish of Salisbury & 

Havelock 

The Rev’d Chris Hayes 

Parish of Salisbury & Havelock 

Saint John Ms Coralie Losier 

Parish of St Mark 

The Rev’d Canon David Barrett 

Parish of Portland 

St Andrews  Mrs Susan Jack 

Parish of Lancaster 

See Note 

Woodstock Mrs Kathy Asch 

Parish of Woodstock  

The Rev’d Roderick Black 

Parish of Richmond 

 

Note:  

The Rev’d Ann Fairweather explained to Synod that Diocesan Council will have the 

responsibility for filling the vacancy and appointing a cleric member from the Archdeaconry of 

St Andrews, as no cleric member was elected. 
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Motion 136-09 – The Rev’d Ann Fairweather / The Ven Cathy Laskey 

That this Synod accept the Archdeaconry Greater Chapter elections to Diocesan 

Council, as presented. 

Motion Carried. 

 

CANONICAL AMENDMENTS 

The Chancellor took the floor to introduce the following three canonical motions and noted that 

the votes on the three canonical motions will be by house. 

 

OMNIBUS CONSTITUTIONAL AND CANONICAL AMENDMENTS 

Motion 136-10 - Sandra Craft / The Very Rev’d Geoffrey Hall 

That the constitution of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton and Canons 

One, Five, Six, and Seven be amended as follows, such amendments to 

become effective on 15 November 2017 (Section D, pages 3-12). 

 

Comments: 

The Chancellor noted that the 135th Synod had requested the NB Legislature to 

make a detailed schedule of changes to the Anglican Church Act.  The Legislature 

amended the Act and it received Royal assent on 5 May 2017.  It will be proclaimed 

in force on November 15th, 2017. The proposed changes in this motion would bring 

the Canons into line with the amended Anglican Church Act.  

 

Motion carried by voice unanimously in the houses of Laity and Clergy. 

 

CANON THREE AMENDMENTS – IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 

THE EPISCOPAL ELECTIONS TASKFORCE 

Motion 136-11 - Sandra Craft / The Very Rev’d Geoffrey Hall 

That Canon Three be amended as printed (Section D, pages 13-14). 

 

 Comments: 

 The Chancellor noted that at the 135th Synod some members expressed the view 

that the electoral synod members should have greater opportunity to learn about 

the nominees for episcopal election. Synod referred the matter to the Diocesan 

Council, which appointed a taskforce to consider the situation and make 

recommendations. This motion implements taskforce recommendations that 

require changes to Canon Three. In addition this motion will make the Diocesan 

Council the body that calls an electoral synod, a change proposed by the Diocesan 

Council itself, not the taskforce 

 

 Motion carried by voice unanimously in the house of Clergy. 

 Motion carried by voice in the house of Laity with one vote against. 

 

CANON TWO AMENDMENTS – ON THE TIMING OF ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO 

THE PROVINCIAL AND GENERAL SYNODS 

Motion 136-12 - Sandra Craft / The Very Rev’d Geoffrey Hall 

That S.12 of Canon Two be amended as printed (Section D, pages 14-15). 

 

 Comments: 

 The Chancellor explained that the 135th Synod asked Diocesan Council to see if 

there was a way to change Canon Two to bring the election of delegates closer in 

time to the meetings of Provincial and General Synod, so that the Diocese might not 
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run short of delegates or substitutes who were both qualified and able to attend. 

The Chancellor noted there is no wholly satisfactory solution or easy way to do this. 

The effect of the canonical change in this motion empowers the Diocesan Council to 

appoint additional substitute delegates should the need arise.  The Diocesan 

Council already has this power in relation to the youth delegate. 

 

 Motion carried by voice in the house of Clergy, with two votes opposed. 

 Motion carried by voice in the house of Laity, with three votes opposed. 

 

YOUTH DELEGATE/SUBSTITUTE AGE THRESHOLD 

 Notice of Motion 136-13 – The Rev’d Daniel McMullen / The Rev’d Christian Persaud 

 

Synod was given notice that at the next regular session of the Diocesan Synod, a motion 

will be presented to lower the age ceiling for youth delegates from 35 to 25. 

 

Comment: 

The Rev’d Daniel McMullin explained to Synod that the intent of his motion was for Synod 

to be intentional about hearing the voice of youth. 

 

MEDIATION SUPPORT IN NEW BRUNSWICK FAMILY COURTS 

Motion 136-14 - The Rev’d Thomas Nisbett / Ms Kathy Page 

That Diocesan Synod urge the Government of New Brunswick to:  

a) introduce a system of Mediation Support for all cases proceeding through 

the New Brunswick Court of Queen’s Bench - Family Division that cannot be 

resolved with a single hearing;  

b) give judges in the Court of Queen’s Bench - Family Division the option, 

through legislation, of requiring parties to participate in a Mediation Program 

prior to any Court hearing; and,   

c) establish a cadre of trained, volunteer professionals to provide Mediation 

Services to parties journeying through the Family Court system.   

 

Comments: 

The Rev’d Thomas Nisbett pointed out, while the Church does not advocate divorce over 

marriage, divorce and its consequences are a reality that requires a pastoral response. 

He noted the difficulty families are experiencing in the Family Court system and how the 

lack of mediation services in New Brunswick exacerbates the difficulty when families 

break up. Delegates rose to speak for and against the motion. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Motion 136-15 - The Rev’d Shirley Noseworthy / The Rev. Robert LeBlanc 

That the Diocesan Synod write the federal Minister of Justice, the Chair of the 

Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights, and the Chair of the 

Standing Senate Committee on Legal & Constitutional Affairs to express the 

Synod’s opposition to the proposed repeal of section 176 of the Criminal Code, 

which specially protects faith leaders and faith communities from violence and 

disturbance in worship. 

 

Comments: 

The mover and seconder adopted a friendly amendment to their motion to Direct 

Diocesan Synod to include the Chair of the Standing Committee on Justice and Human 

Rights and the Chair of the Standing Senate Committee on Legal & Constitutional Affairs 
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to the Diocesan Synod correspondence expressing the Synod’s opposition to the repeal of 

section 176 of the Criminal Code.  All delegates that spoke were in favour.  

 

Motion carried 

 

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

The Credentials Committee reported that as of 3:00pm the number of delegates registered 

was as follows: 

Clergy: 75 registered out of a possible 76 (98%) 

Lay: 149 registered out of a possible 171 (87%) 

 

REMARKS FROM GUESTS 

 The Rev’d Richard Bowley spoke for the ecumenical guests. He called the Synod a powerful 

experience that started with the Bishop’s charge. The Rev’d Bowley felt Christ’s presence, as 

he moved around the Synod. He reminded Synod that faith is about taking risks, recalling the 

story from Scripture when Peter walked on water. It was only when Peter lost his focus that he 

started to sink. He thanked the Synod for the invitation to attend and for the program 

presented. He particularly thanked the interviewees for boldly speaking about their love for 

Christ. He concluded with a prayer for our Diocese.  

 

RESPONSE TO THE BISHOP’S CHARGE 

 Mr Lionel Hayter from the parish of St Andrews responded to the Bishop’s Charge and noted 

how well the missional call in the Charge and the Synod Program fit together. He called 

delegates to focus on love and let it be the guide throughout our missional work. Lionel prayed 

for action and encouragement as we reach out to the wider community in the days to come. 

 

GREETINGS OF SYNOD 

 Motion 136-16 – Kathy Asch / The Rev’d Perry Cooper 

That the greetings of the 136th Session of Diocesan Synod be extended to: 

1. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, through her representative in Canada, Her 

Excellency, the Governor-General, the Right Honourable Julie Payette and 

the Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick, the Honourable Jocelyne Roy 

Vienneau, the customary expression of its loyalty and affection. 

2. Our Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Justin Trudeau and our Premier, 

the Honourable Brian Gallant. 

3. The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev’d Justin Welby. 

4. Our Primate, the Most Rev’d Fred Hiltz. 

5. Our Metropolitan, the Most Rev’d Ron Cutler. 

6. Our former Diocesan Bishops, the Rt. Rev’d George Lemmon, the Rt. Rev’d 

William Hockin, the Most Rev’d Claude Miller and to their spouses, Mrs Lois 

Lemmon, Mrs Isabelle Hockin and Mrs Sharon Miller and also to Mrs Edith 

Nutter.  

7. Our Companion Diocese, The Diocese of Ho and their bishop, The Rt. Rev. 

Bishop Medadues-Badohu Matthias. 

8. Our Partner Diocese, The Diocese of the Yukon and their bishop, The Rt. Rev. 

Larry Robertson. 

9. The Diocese of Jerusalem, The Most Rev’d Suheil S. Dawani, Anglican 

Archbishop in Jerusalem, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and 

the Middle East 

 

Motion carried. 
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THANKS 

Kathy Asch extended thanks on behalf of all members of this 136th Session of Diocesan 

Synod to the following people:  

 

- Diocesan Synod Staff, Diocesan Council Members, Committee and Team Chairs, 

Synod Planning and Sessional Committees who work throughout the year to support 

and enable the ministry of Synod. 

- All volunteers, who encompass many, to make this day happen, including the Rector 

and the members of Christ Church (Parish) Church. 

- Our Chancellor who worked tirelessly in preparing all the legislative aspects of our 

work together. 

- All officers and members of this 136th Session of Diocesan Synod for your willingness 

to carry on the work begun today. 

- To our bishop for his leadership.  For his focus on Jesus and desire for all to be 

disciples of the Lord, sharing in God’s mission.   

- For the many blessings God has given to us as a Diocesan Family. 

  

INVITATION FROM THE WESTSIDE ANGLICAN MISSION 

The Rev’d Rob Saloum invited delegates to Synod to Ham from WAM, a Ham Supper sponsored 

by the Westside Anglican Mission on December 9th, at 5:00 pm. 

 

DIOCESAN ACW 

Mrs Rosemary Kingston, Diocesan ACW President reminded Synod of the opportunity to 

sponsor students in Uganda at the Bishop McAllister College. She also thanked delegates to 

Synod for their financial contribution at worship in support of the library at the college. 

 

EVALUATION INFORMATION 

The Venerable Cathy reminded all Synod members they will be receiving an evaluation form 

electronically and she encouraged everyone to fill it out as soon as possible. 

 

BISHOPS CLOSING REMARKS 

 The Bishop expressed his gratitude to all those who were present for this 136th session of 

Diocesan Synod and closed the session in Prayer. 

 

ADJOURNENT 

 Motion 136-17 – Neville Sloane  

That this 136th Session of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton be adjourned. 

  

Motion carried. 

 

EVENING PRAYER 

The Rev’d Paul Ranson led the Synod delegates in Evening Prayer, which completed at 

3:37 p.m. 

 

 

The Venerable Cathy Laskey   The Right Reverend David Edwards 

Secretary of Synod    Bishop of Fredericton 

 

 

 

The Reverend David Peer  

Recording Secretary
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Status of Resolutions 
of the 136th Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton 

(requiring action) 

 

 

A MISSIONAL PEOPLE 

RESOLUTION 136-06 

 

a) That the Diocesan Synod recommend to the Greater Chapters that their 

January/February meeting agenda include the video series based on the book Surprise 

The World: The Five Habits of Highly Missional People by Michael Frost;   

b) That the Archdeacon, Lay and Cleric members of Diocesan Council from each Greater 

Chapter work together to provided leadership for this meeting and encourage and 

support the clergy, parish lay and substitute synod members and wardens to enable 

parishes or groups of parishes to engage with the book during Easter;   

c) That each Parish Corporation's cleric, wardens, delegates and substitutes to synod 

work together to have their parish and its congregations study the book during Easter; 

and  

d) That after Easter, the Archdeacon, Cleric, and Lay member of Diocesan Council report 

back to council at each meeting on the missional actions taken by parishes or groups of 

parishes in their Greater Chapter.   

 

Status: Reports of missional actions are being received at Diocesan Council meetings. 

 

 

OMNIBUS CONSTITUTIONAL AND CANONICAL AMENDMENTS 

RESOLUTION 136-10 

 

That the constitution of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton and Canons One, Five, Six, and 

Seven be amended as follows, such amendments to become effective on 15 November 2017 

(Section D, pages 3-12). 

 

Status: Updated and published on the diocesan website. 

 

 

CANON THREE AMENDMENTS – IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

EPISCOPAL ELECTIONS TASKFORCE 

RESOLUTION 136-10 

 

That Canon Three be amended as printed (Section D, pages 13-14). 

 

Status: Updated and published on the diocesan website. 

 

  

CANON TWO AMENDMENTS – ON THE TIMING OF ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO THE 

PROVINCIAL AND GENERAL SYNODS 

RESOLUTION 136-12 

 

That S.12 of Canon Two be amended as printed (Section D, pages 14-15). 

 

Status: Updated and published on the diocesan website. 
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MEDIATION SUPPORT IN NEW BRUNSWICK FAMILY COURTS 

RESOLUTION 136-14 

 

That Diocesan Synod urge the Government of New Brunswick to:  

a) introduce a system of Mediation Support for all cases proceeding through the New 

Brunswick Court of Queen’s Bench - Family Division that cannot be resolved with a 

single hearing;  

b) give judges in the Court of Queen’s Bench - Family Division the option, through 

legislation, of requiring parties to participate in a Mediation Program prior to any Court 

hearing; and,   

c) establish a cadre of trained, volunteer professionals to provide Mediation Services to 

parties journeying through the Family Court system.   

 

Status: Response received and followed-up by Diocesan Council (see the annex to the 

convening circular, Appendices - Correspondence) 

 

 

PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

RESOLUTION 136-15  

 

That the Diocesan Synod write the federal Minister of Justice, the Chair of the Standing 

Committee on Justice and Human Rights, and the Chair of the Standing Senate Committee on 

Legal & Constitutional Affairs to express the Synod’s opposition to the proposed repeal of 

section 176 of the Criminal Code, which specially protects faith leaders and faith communities 

from violence and disturbance in worship. 

 

Status: Responses received and followed-up by Diocesan Council (see the annex to the 

convening circular, Appendices - Correspondence) 

 

 



Getting a Motion Before Synod 

 
Synod Jurisdiction:  The jurisdiction of the Diocesan Synod is the “government and 

administration of the temporal affairs of the Church in the Diocese” (Anglican Church Act, 

s.4(1)). In contrast to the Diocese’s “temporal affairs”, the spiritual affairs of the diocese 

are the jurisdiction of its bishop, and matters of “the doctrines of the Church” are the 

jurisdiction of the General Synod (Declaration of Principles, s.6).   

 

Order of Consideration: [Canon Two, sections 7(4) and 8(2)] 

Motions will be considered at Synod in the following order: 

 

1) Notices given at a preceding Synod for consideration at the current Synod (to be printed 

in the order given); 

2) Notices given six weeks before Synod (to be printed in the order received); and 

3) Notices given at Synod before the deadline set by the Agenda Committee. 

 

Motions of which notices are given under 1) and 2) above shall be considered prior to 

notices given at Synod under 3). 

 

Making a Motion:  All substantive motions are initiated by giving a Notice of Motion by way 

of the required form. Notices of Motion can be given either before or for a brief time during 

a Synod.  

 

Before Synod: [Canon Two, sections 7(1)(b) and 7(2)] 

Notices of Motion for regular meetings of Synod can be sent to the Resolutions Committee 

(resolutions@anglican.nb.ca) not less than six weeks before Synod and when appropriate 

will be printed in the Synod Journal and in the order received.  

 

At Synod: [Canon Two, sections 3(10), 7(1)(a) and 7(3)] 

Notices of Motion can be given at a meeting of Synod by delivering the same to the 

Resolutions Committee before the deadline set by the Agenda Committee. A Notice of 

Motion can be given for consideration either at the current meeting of Synod or at the next 

regular meeting of Synod. However, it is preferable to submit motions to the Resolutions in 

advance and not wait until the day of the Synod. 

 

Procedural Motions: [Canon Two, section 8(5)] 

Procedural motions (such as a motion to table, refer or adjourn) may be made without 

notice and must be disposed of before consideration of the substantive motion before 

Synod. 

 

Resolutions Committee:  [Canon Two, section 3(1), Regulation 2-1 Resolutions 

Committee Mandate] 

The Resolutions Committee does not have authority to veto or refuse a motion, but will seek 

to ensure that the language reflects the mover’s intent and is in clear and coherent 

language, and the Committee may recommend clarifications and point out potential 

concerns. It may also suggest consolidation of a proposed motion with other motions 

received on the same subject. 

 

New Expenditures: [Canon Two, section 8(3)] 

Motions proposing new expenditures must either identify a proposed source of funding or be 

qualified as being made “subject to available funding.” 
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Notices of Motion 

Motion 2019 – 01 – Synod Constitutional Amendment (lowering age ceiling for 

youth delegates to Synod to 25) 

Daniel McMullen/Rob Montgomery 

MOVED THAT 

the Constitution of the Diocesan Synod be amended as follows: 

Lay Members of the Synod 

4(1) Lay delegates to the Synod and their substitutes, if any, shall be voting 

members of the parish for which they are chosen. 

[etc]  

4(2) The voting members of each parish in the Diocese may elect up to two lay 

delegates to the Synod but, where at least one of the persons elected is between the 

ages of sixteen and twentythirty-five years at the time of election, they may elect 

up to three lay delegates. 

4(3) The voting members of each parish in the Diocese may elect up to three 

substitute lay delegates to the Synod. 

4(4) The voting members of the Cathedral of Christ Church in the City of Fredericton 

may elect up to two lay delegates to the Synod but, where at least one of the 

persons elected is between the ages of sixteen and twentythirty-five years at the 

time of election, they may elect up to three lay delegates, and up to three 

substitutes in accordance with this section.  

4(5) Lay delegates to the Synod and their substitutes, if any, shall be elected at an 

annual meeting of voting members of a parish and, provided they continue to hold 

the qualifications for election, shall continue in office until others are elected in their 

place. 

4(6) If a vacancy occurs among the lay delegates to the Synod or their substitutes, if 

any, by death, resignation, refusal to act or otherwise, the parish corporation of the 

parish in which the election took place may fill the vacancy. 

4(7) The chair of a meeting at which lay delegates to the Synod and their 

substitutes, if any, are elected shall promptly forward to the Secretary of the Synod 

a certificate of election in such form as the Diocesan Council prescribes, indicating 

which, if any, delegates and substitutes were, at the time of election, between the 

ages of sixteen and twentythirty-five years. 

4(7.1) When a worship community is unrepresented in the Synod, the Diocesan 

Council may invite it to choose up to three lay delegates and substitute delegates to 

the Synod, subject to age and length of term considerations similar to those for 

parishes. 

4(8) When a lay delegate to the Synod is not present at a meeting of the Synod, that 

delegate’s place may be taken by a substitute lay delegate from the same parish, 

worship community or the Cathedral of Christ Church, as the case may be. 

4(8.1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, the number of delegates 

from a parish, worship community or the Cathedral of Christ Church chosen by virtue 

of this section who attend the Synod as lay members or substitute lay members is 

limited to two unless one of the persons so attending was, at the time of election, 

between the ages of sixteen and twentythirty-five years. 

[etc] 

137th Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton

Section D - 2 of 11



 
 

 

Explanation: At our 135th synod, Motion 135-03 was passed which stated that “the age of a 

youth delegate as referred to in the Constitution be changed from sixteen to twenty-five 

years to sixteen to thirty-five years.”  

Some of the reasoning behind this change, as stated in the minutes, had to do with a 

feeling that the original motion [changing the number of delegates from 3 to 2, but adding a 

‘youth delegate’] “penalizes rural or out of the way parishes because their youth members 

have left the area for larger centres.”  

One of our youth who was present, Mr Colton Scott, spoke against this change at the synod 

itself. From my conversations with him and many others (both youth and adults) in our 

diocese, this amendment felt like an avoidance of a problem. ‘Our churches do not have 

many youth, so let us change the definition of what a youth is.’  

After a conversation in the fall of 2017, I realized that I, as a priest in the diocese, had the 

ability to give these concerned youth and adults a small voice by making a synod motion. 

We were just late for submitting this motion on time for 2017 but were pleased to be able to 

make a “pre-motion” at last year’s synod.  

The real concern of myself and others here has little to do with technicalities around synod 

delegate ages and more to do with being intentional about hearing the voices of youth.  

I am aware that this motion would indeed “penalize” some of our parishes, including the 

ones I work with. Perhaps, though, especially at this time in our diocese with its focus on 

mission, we should be less concerned with pleasing our own, and more concerned with how 

to move forward as a people created for and called to love God and neighbour.  

We believe a good place to start might be to listen to those groups of people like youth who, 

though it often feels as though they are done with our churches, are from my experience 

nowhere close to being done with the King and His Kingdom. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 02 – Synod Constitutional Amendment (tenure of elected lay 

members of Diocesan Council) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

the Constitution of the Diocesan Synod be amended as follows: 

11(4) If a person elected pursuant to the provisions of paragraphs (g) or (h) of 

subsection (1) fails to complete the term for which elected, the Diocesan Council 

shall 2 appoint a replacement for the remainder of that term from the appropriate 

order and from the Archdeaconry in which the person was elected. 

11(4.1) A member of the clergy elected pursuant to paragraph (g) of subsection (1) 

who, following election, is licensed to a new ministry within the same archdeaconry, 

continues to be a member of the Diocesan Council. 

11(4.2) A lay person elected pursuant to paragraph (h) of subsection (1) who, 

following election, becomes a voting member of another parish within the same 

archdeaconry, continues to be a member of the Diocesan Council continues to be a 

member of the Diocesan Council for the duration of its term notwithstanding 
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that s/he ceases to be a lay delegate or substitute lay delegate to the Synod 

from a parish or mission, provided that s/he remains a voting member of a 

parish or mission. 

11(5) If a person appointed by the Diocesan Council pursuant to the provisions of 

paragraphs (i) or (j) of subsection (1) fails to complete the term for which appointed, 

the Diocesan Council shall appoint a replacement for the remainder of that term in 

accordance with the terms of paragraphs (i) or (j) of subsection (1).   

 

Explanation:  Each of our seven Greater Chapters elects one lay member of the Diocesan 

Council. The question has arisen repeatedly whether these seven elected lay representatives 

of their Greater Chapter vacate their position on Diocesan Council if they cease to be a 

member of their Greater Chapter. The reason they might cease belong to their Greater 

Chapter would be that they ceased to be a parish delegate or substitute delegate to Synod 

because they had moved parish or became term limited. (Term limits will become operative 

for the first time at the 2019 parish election of synod delegates/substitutes.) The sort of 

elected lay person who ends up on Diocesan Council is the very sort of person who has 

likely been a regular synod delegate and hence might become term limited, thereby ceasing 

to belong to their Greater Chapter. This amendment would allow any such lay member 

elected from a Greater Chapter to complete his/her term on Diocesan Council even if s/he 

has ceased to be a member of that Greater Chapter. The rationale is that stability of 

membership on the Diocesan Council during its (usually two-year) term is important. 

   

 

Motion 2019 – 03 –Amendment of Canon Three (post-election procedure for 

becoming bishop) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Three – Election and Appointment of Bishops be amended as follows: 

6(1) The person who is chosen by the votes, taken by ballot, of two-thirds of the 

clergy present and voting, and two-thirds of the lay members present and voting at 

any such meeting or adjournment thereof, shall be declared elected to the office of 

Bishop-elect, Coadjutor Bishop-elect, or Suffragan Bishop-elect, as the case may 

be. 

6(1.1) The Bishop-elect takes office on having satisfied the canonical 

requirements of the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada, consecration and 

seating in the Cathedral. 

6(1.2) A Coadjutor Bishop-elect or Suffragan Bishop-elect takes office on 

having satisfied the canonical requirements of the Ecclesiastical Province of 

Canada and on consecration. 

 

Explanation: This amendment would cure misleading language in subsection 6 (1) of our 

canon on episcopal elections. The current wording implies that a nominee receiving a certain 

configuration of votes at an episcopal election thereby becomes bishop of Fredericton. This 

is not so. To become bishop of Fredericton the elected nominee requires confirmation of 

election by the bishops of the ecclesiastical province of Canada, in most cases consecration, 

and arguably enthronement in the Cathedral. 
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The proposed amendment makes no change to current practice. It alters language to make 

things clearer. The term “bishop-elect” is borrowed from the Diocese of Nova Scotia & PEI. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 04 – Amendment of Canon Four (role of diocesan bishop in 

managing temporal matters) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Four – Diocesan Governance be amended as follows: 

1(1) The Bishop of the Diocese shall be elected or appointed as provided in Canon 

Three. 

1(2) The Bishop of the Diocese has the powers, jurisdiction and authority that are 

inherent in the office of a bishop of the Church or that are conferred by the Act, the 

Constitution or by any Canon of the Synod, the Provincial Synod or the General 

Synod. 

1(3) The Bishop is the Chair of the Synod and the Diocesan Council and, when 

present, may preside at a meeting of any Diocesan committee or other Diocesan 

body. 

1(3.1) Subject to the direction of the Synod or Diocesan Council, the Bishop 

has responsibility for the temporal affairs of the Diocese and has the powers 

and duties incidental thereto. 

1(4) When the office of Bishop is vacant or during the incapacity of the Bishop, the 

powers of the Bishop in respect of the temporal affairs of the Diocese or of any 

parish or of any church in the Diocese shall be exercised by the Coadjutor Bishop, 

the Suffragan Bishop, the Diocesan Administrator or the Bishop's Commissary, in 

that order.  

[etc] 

Explanation: Except as regards the role of the Finance Committee in property matters 

(which is provided for in Canon Five – Diocesan Business), our legislation is largely silent on 

the location of authority to supervise and otherwise deal with the status of lay employees 

and to make the other day-to-day contractual commitments and managerial decisions that 

go with running an organization with a $2million+ annual budget. By default, those 

decisions are made by the diocesan bishop or under his/her administration. The proposed 

amendment acknowledges this temporal role. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 05 – Amendment of Canon Four (role of diocesan bishop in 

requiring police records checks) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Four – Diocesan Governance be amended to add as follows: 

1(7) In furtherance of the Safe Church regime, the Bishop shall require 

persons holding the Bishop’s licence for ministry to obtain and file with the 

Bishop and with any relevant parish corporation, mission or the Cathedral of 
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Christ Church a police records check satisfactory to the Bishop that is 

directed at work with children, youth or vulnerable adults and to renew it at 

least every third year, and the Bishop may suspend or revoke the licence in 

the event of non-compliance. 

 

1(8) Anyone holding the Bishop’s licence for ministry who is charged with 

an offence under the Criminal Code of Canada shall notify the Bishop 

immediately. 

 

Explanation: Our current Safe Church policy obliges Parish Corporations to require clerics 

and others to obtain a police records check but many Corporations have not passed such a 

motion. Even if they do so, they lack a mechanism to enforce it. Recognizing that police 

record checks are a matter of importance, the proposed amendment would obligate and 

empower the bishop to require vulnerable sector checks for all ministerial licence-holders. It 

would also require licence-holders to report criminal charges.  

  

 

Motion 2019 – 06 – Amendment of Canons Four and Six (role of archdeacons) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Four – Diocesan Governance and Canon Six – Parish Governance be amended as 

follows: 

Canon Four—Diocesan Governance 

6(1) The Bishop shall appoint Archdeacons to assist the Bishop’s ministry of 

episcopal oversight by exercisinge territorial or Diocesan supervisory functions. 

Canon Six – Parish Governance 

4.1(1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Canon, when an 

incumbency is open or an Incumbent is on leave, the territorial archdeacon 

may call and chair meetings of the Parish Corporation, its committees and 

annual or other meetings of voting members and may inspect any Parish 

Corporation record. 

4.1(2) An archdeacon acting under subsection (1) does not thereby become 

a member of the Parish Corporation. 

Explanation:  Parish vacancies can be lengthy. This amendment would authorize an 

archdeacon to become involved in parish governance where desirable but without becoming 

a member of the Parish Corporation.  

 

 

Motion 2019 – 07 – Amendment of Canon Five (authority of assistant secretary of 

synod and assistant treasurer) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Five – Diocesan Business be amended as follows: 
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3(1) The Bishop and the Secretary of the Synod shall sign all documents that are 

required to be executed under the seal of the Diocesan Synod or which may subject 

the Diocese or the Synod to financial or other liability but at the Bishop’s direction 

the Bishop’s Commissary may sign in his/her place of the Bishop and the 

Assistant Secretary of the Synod may sign in place of the Secretary. 

3(2) Cheques and other money instruments issued by the Diocese or the Synod shall 

be signed by any two of the Bishop, the Treasurer of the Synod, the Assistant 

Treasurer of the Synod, the Secretary of the Synod, the Assistant Secretary of 

the Synod, the Bishop’s Commissary and a diocesan officer or member of the 

Synod Diocesan staff designated by the Diocesan Council. 

Explanation: Canon Four allows the Diocesan Council to appoint an Assistant Secretary of 

the Synod. Appointment of an Assistant Secretary would be useful where business needed 

doing but the Secretary were on leave (vacation, medical, etc). However, such an Assistant, 

though appointed under Canon Four, could not perform some of the Secretary’s most 

important duties without the change proposed here to subsection 3(1) of Canon Five. 

The deleted words in subsection 3(1) require a double written assent to so many routine 

transactions as no longer to be realistic.  

Canon Four also allows the Diocesan Council to appoint an Assistant Treasurer. Council has 

done so on at least one occasion. However, without the amendment proposed here to 

Canon Five an Assistant Treasurer could not sign cheques.  

 

 

Motion 2019 – 08 – Amendment of Canon Six (non-Incumbents presiding at parish 

annual meeting) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Six – Parish Governance be amended as follows: 

Composition of the Parish Corporation 

1(1) As provided in the Anglican Church Act, 2003, a Parish Corporation comprises 

the Incumbent together with two Church Wardens and members of the Vestry 

chosen as provided in section 2. 

1(2) The Incumbent is the person appointed to that position or shared position in a 

parish or mission and includes a member of the clergy appointed as Rector. 

1(3) A person appointed to have charge of a parish but who is not an Incumbent is 

not a member of the Parish Corporation but is entitled to attend the annual 

meeting of parishioners and meetings of the Parish Corporation with voice but no 

vote and, if the meeting so decides, may preside at its meetings. 

 

Explanation: Our current legislation makes a distinction between the role of a non-

Incumbent in presiding at meetings of the parish corporation (which is possible) and in 

presiding at the parish annual meeting (which is not possible). The suggested amendment 

would remove this pointless distinction.   
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Motion 2019 – 09 – Amendment of Canon Seven (membership of Parish Advisory 

Committee) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Seven – The Clergy be amended as follows: 

2(3) There shall be in each parish a Parish Advisory Committee comprising 

(a) the two Church Wardens, and 

(b) one three members of the Vestry appointed annually by the Parish 

Corporation, and 

(c) two voting members appointed annually by the Parish 

Corporation, at least one of whom shall, if practicable, be between 

the ages of 16 and 35. 

 

Explanation: At present, all members of Parish Advisory Committees are chosen from the 

membership of the Parish Corporation. The proposed change would widen the pool of 

possible appointees. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 10 – Amendment of Canon Six (preservation of liability insurance 

policies; annual disclosure of special trusts) 

Sandra Craft/Geoffrey Hall 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Six – Parish Governance be amended as follows: 

The Parish Corporation  

4(1) Subject to the authority of the Bishop and the Synod, a Parish Corporation shall  

(a) organize and manage activities and programs in furtherance of Christian life in 

the parish,  

(b) manage the investment of endowment and other funds of the parish and, in so 

doing, may engage professional assistance and pay reasonable fees therefor,  

(c) dispose of real property only with the approval of the Bishop and the Finance 

Committee of the Diocesan Council,  

(d) manage the properties, revenues and expenditures of the parish, utilizing 

appropriate financial controls and procedures,  

(e) employ the lay employees of the parish,  

(f) initiate recommendations for the appointment of assistant clergy of the parish,  

(g) maintain a book of minutes of its proceedings,  

(g.1) preserve all policies and certificates of liability insurance for not less 

than sixty years, 

(h) appoint a Vestry Clerk and a Parish Treasurer, which offices may be held by one 

person,  

(i) appoint annually, in accordance with Canon Seven, a Parish Advisory Committee, 

to assist the Bishop in the appointment of an Incumbent,  

(j) approve or reject a decision by the Parish Advisory Committee to vest the 

appointment of an Incumbent solely in the Bishop,  

(k) prepare and submit to the annual meeting of voting members in the parish an 

annual report that includes a listing of all special trusts (monies and other 

property received with conditions) of which the Parish Corporation is 

trustee and states the terms of those trusts,  
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(k.1) prepare and submit to the annual meeting of voting members in the 

parish and a full and detailed statement and account of the receipts and 

expenditures for the past financial year, duly reviewed audited by a professional 

accountant or by two competent persons, and  

(l) prepare and submit for approval at the annual meeting of voting members in the 

parish a proposed detailed budget for the current year. 

 

Explanation: This proposed canonical amendment (a) changes the terminology of annual 

“audit” to the more realistic “review”; (b) recognizes that changes in limitation of actions 

legislation make it particularly important that liability insurances policies be retained; and 

(c) highlights for parish annual meetings and parish corporations the terms of the various 

special trusts of which the corporation is trustee.  

 

 

Motion 2019 – 11 – Amendment of Canon Six (Parish financial signing authorities) 

Addie Marshall/Sandra Hamilton 

 

MOVED THAT 

Canon Six -- Parish Governance be amended as follows:  

10(2) Cheques and other money instruments issued by the Parish Corporation shall be 

signed by any two of the Parish Treasurer, the Incumbent and a Church Warden. 

Where this requirement is impractical, such instruments may be signed by 

any two of four voting members of the Parish chosen for that purpose at the 

Annual Meeting. 

 

10(3) The Parish Treasurer, with the approval of the Parish Corporation, may 

establish electronic banking protocols with the Parish’s banking institution to 

facilitate the automated payment of recurring bills.  

 

Explanation:  Currently, Canon Six provides for parish financial signing authority as follows:  

10(1) The Incumbent and the Vestry Clerk, or, if the office of Incumbent is vacant or 

the Incumbent is on leave, the Church Wardens and the Vestry Clerk, shall sign all 

documents that are required to be executed under the seal of the Parish Corporation. 

10(2) Cheques and other money instruments issued by the Parish Corporation shall 

be signed by any two of the Parish Treasurer, the Incumbent and a Church Warden.  

With respect to the subsection 10(2) restriction on signing officers, all parishes are required 

to have their annual financial statements audited or reviewed and to report annually to their 

Annual General Meeting, the Synod and the Canada Revenue Agency. In addition, the Synod 

tracks stipend and related payments as well as Shared Ministry payments. Parish 

corporations (Section 4), and specifically the Wardens (Section 6), have a fiduciary duty to 

oversee and put procedures in place to ensure that money instruments are managed 

properly regardless of who the signing officers may be. 

This proposed amendment does not prevent any parish from electing one or more of their 

Incumbent, Warden(s) or Treasurer as signing officers. 

With respect to the addition of sub-section 10(3), the Synod office prefers that automated 

payments be made for stipend, shared ministry and related charges. Through pre-
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authorized debits, parishes can facilitate the payment of utility and other similar bills such 

that they are paid in a timely manner, without the parish incurring late fees or other 

charges, and also reduce the work of the Parish Treasurer.  

Current banking practices of various available financial institutions differ from those in place 

when the subsection 10(2) stipulation for cheque signing authority was adopted, and 

automated bill payment seems not to have been considered. Parishes, especially rural 

parishes, need the flexibility to work with their banking institutions in a manner that works 

best for both parties, and within the rules and regulations governing those financial 

institutions and a parish. This sub-section 10(2) amendment would permit Parish Corporations 

to appoint signing authorities, which could still include any of the Incumbent, the Treasurer 

or a Warden(s), in accordance with the requirements of their banking institution and the 

logistics of their geographic location. It is also noted that this would reduce the load on the 

Wardens, especially in situations where/when there is no Incumbent, the Incumbent is on 

leave, when the Incumbent does not live in the Parish, or when the Incumbent is serving 

more than one parish. 

Banking practices also vary from institution to institution, with some requiring that all signing 

officers attend the institution together should even one signing officer be changed. While there 

are some institutions that will vary this stipulation, it is not universal.  

 

 

Motion 2019 – 12 – Cemeteries in Dissolved Parishes 

Bonita LeBlanc/Maxine Fullarton 

 

MOVED THAT 

Diocesan Council develop a policy and procedures for the perpetual care of cemeteries 

located within dissolved parishes. 

 

Explanation: Resources for the required maintenance might come from interest on 

investment accounts transferred to the Synod from the affected parishes, which may have 

bequests designated for this purpose. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 13 – Intentional Discipleship 

Shawn Branch/Christopher Hayes 

 

MOVED THAT 

members of this Synod encourage parishes to continue the momentum begun 

through Surprise the World’s challenge to lead “questionable” lives by urging fellow 

Anglicans to accept the Anglican Communion’s invitation to enter a season of intentional 

discipleship, until 2025, to strengthen our identity in and mission to New Brunswick 

communities. 

  

Explanation: The Church is most fully alive when her members recognize their vocation as 

disciples of Christ, whether lay or ordained, to serve Him in their families and communities. 

Through the Synod motion 2017-09 – A Missional People the Synod urged every 

congregation to do a Lenten study of Michael Frost’s Surprise the World: The Five Habits 

of Highly Missional People and its call to lead “questionable” lives. This year, as parish 

development officer, I am urging the Synod, and through it the diocese, to build on this 
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initiative by accepting the Anglican Communion’s challenge to the worldwide church to enter 

a season of intentional discipleship to lead a Jesus-shaped life:  

  http://www.anglicancommunion.org/mission/anglican-witness.aspx  

It is hoped that this initiative would be led by the ministry-focused Diocesan Council teams. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 14 – Mission Action Planning 

Shawn Branch/David Peer 

 

MOVED THAT 

this Synod request each parish to discern and develop a Mission Action Plan during 2020 

that outlines its mission, discipleship and ministry focus for the next 5-years. 

 

Explanation: Templates and personnel resources will be available to assist parishes in the 

discernment and implementation of the plans.  

 

 

Motion 2019 – 15 – Unity 

Leo Martin/Paul Ranson 

 

MOVED THAT 

as Jesus prayed for the Church to be one, so the Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton 

commits itself to walk together, in the bonds of love and affection, recognizing diverse 

opinions on the matter of marriage in the church. We will care for one another and continue 

to strengthen our commitment to the proclamation of the Gospel and living and loving as 

Christ. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 16 – Diocesan Officer Reports and Diocesan Council Report 

Sandra Craft/David Peer 

 

MOVED THAT 

this Synod receive the Diocesan Officer Reports and Diocesan Council Report as found in 

this convening circular and the annex to this circular. 

 

 

Motion 2019 – 17 – 2018 Review Engagement Report and Financial Statements 

Heather Harris-Jones/Gilbert Carter 

 

MOVED THAT 

this Synod receive the Diocesan Review Engagement Report and Financial Statements for 

the year ending 31 December 2018. 
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Report of the Treasurer of the Synod 
 

Mandated Responsibilities: 

The Treasurer is appointed by Diocesan Council and under Section 10(2) of the Constitution 

is required to: 

a) receive all money belonging to or collected under the authority of the Synod, and 

disburse the same as the Synod shall direct, 

b) keep careful accounts of all money belonging to or collected and disbursed under the 

authority of the Synod and present those accounts to the Synod at each regular 

meeting of the Synod and to the Diocesan Council as it may require, 

c) transfer all property, books, records, documents and papers relating to its concerns 

that may be in the possession or control of the Treasurer to the successor or other 

person as the Synod may direct. 

 

The Diocesan Treasurer provides financial information on a regular basis to the Finance 

Committee and to Diocesan Council.  The financial statements for the year ended December 

31, 2017 are on the website and December 31, 2018 are included in the Appendices of the 

Synod Convening Circular. 

 

Diocesan Finances: 

2017 - The financial results of 2017 were positive providing a surplus for the Diocese 

accounts due to the increased contributions to both Diocesan Trusts and Parochial 

Investments and the Operating Fund.   The Operating Fund realized a surplus in the amount 

of $0.21M mainly due to a reduced program spend and a modest unrealized gain on 

investments. 

 

2018 - The overall financial results for 2018 were negative providing a loss due to the 

unrealized investment loss caused by market volatility. Excess revenue over expenditures 

before this loss, (revenue and expenses that we have more control over) was positive, 

$0.95M. This was mainly due to higher realized investment income and overall lower 

expenditures that was reduced by lower contributions to funds.  Additional details are in the 

statements prepared by Bringloe Feeney prepared on our behalf.  

 

Diocesan Shared Ministry Budget: 

The 2019 Diocesan Shared Ministry Budget focuses on the mission and ministry of the 

Diocese, in keeping with the diocesan mission statement.  Support is provided to six major 

areas of ministry: Ministries with Youth 10.6%, Spiritual Development 0.5%, Stewardship 

0.4%, Parish Development and Support 18.1%, Mission and Ministry 15.6% and Ministry 

Development and Education 9.4%.  Incorporated throughout the various areas of ministry 

are grants, and contributions to support the Diocesan mission focus totaling $720,629 or 

29% of the total 2019 budget.   

 

57.6% of the funding is from parish shared ministry support, 38.1% is allocations of 

designated or special funds, and investment income and the remaining balance from various 

miscellaneous sources. 84.2% of the budget is focused on providing either direct support to 

the parishes, or mission and ministry on behalf of the whole diocese. Synod office 

administration and diocesan governance account for the balance at 15.8% of the total 

expenditures, a reduction of $15,000 year over year.  Again, this year the overall shared 

ministry assessment budget remained unchanged.   Our efforts have been to find 

efficiencies, streamline processes and focus on value added items to maintain the budget 

without reducing mission and parish support. In order to not place additional burden on the 

parishes it was also necessary to project a deficit of $98,285 and reduce the year over year 
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spend for 2019. We continue to review and manage the financials. The ongoing challenge is 

to continue identifying and implementing cost savings throughout the year. 

 

The continued parish support of the Diocesan shared ministry budget is encouraging at 

98%.  The current approach for parish support of the diocesan ministry budget, instituted in 

2014, appears to be working in accordance with the objectives: an approach that is fair, 

equitable, and transparent; communicated and applied but flexible enough to recognize and 

accommodate extenuating circumstances. While some parishes are still challenged to 

contribute, some have been moved to contribute more in support of their fellow parishes 

while others have been contributing towards amounts that were previously written off.  

These parishes should be acknowledged for their support to the current budget.   

 

Diocesan Trusts: 

In 2017, the diocese received a significant transfer as a result of dissolution of “The Wiggins 

Home”.  Almost $700 thousand dollars in total, to provide support of or for the benefit of 

young people in New Brunswick. We also received the additional funds totaling $700 

thousand dollars from the bequest by the late Miss Dorothy Roberta Wilkes. The generosity 

and care of these individuals in providing ongoing support for the Anglican Church in New 

Brunswick is indeed an example of stewardship in action and has allowed the diocese to 

focus on increasing ministry education and development opportunities throughout the 

diocese.  

 

In 2018 there were no material contributions or changes with the trusts. 

 

Diocesan Support to the Parishes: 

The diocese remains committed to providing opportunities for parish leaders and 

congregations to gain insight, skills and knowledge that will help enhance parish operations 

and meet the constantly evolving challenges.   The newly named Parish Officers Day, now 

offered to an expanded parish group, encourages leadership development and sharing of 

information on several topics.  2017 a Pre-Retirement Conference was held to provide 

information and assist clergy eligible to retire. We continue to search ways to reach out and 

assist parishes and leaders.   

 

Diocesan Youth Camps: 

The youth camps continue to be a major initiative of the diocese in terms of providing 

leadership and financial resources. Recognizing the role that these facilities play in shaping 

the future of young people, the diocese is devoted to providing leadership, capital and 

operational support.  With that being said, the youth camps continue to be a major focus of 

financial discussion, in terms of existing operational obligations, funding and long-term 

viability. 

 

Ongoing fundraising efforts continue for the Jonathan Young Memorial Amphitheatre. 

Construction commenced in early spring and is essentially complete.   The structure is 

beautiful and an asset to the camp.  It was used daily to hold music, drama, skits and other 

events. 

 

Diocesan Financial Administration: 

Financial and administrative systems and processes continue to be reviewed, not only for 

the current operations but also the ability of the financial, physical and human resources to 

face the challenges of the future needs of the Diocese and support for the Parishes.  This is 

critical as in recent years the Diocese has assumed and provided more financial and 

administration support. Documentation of key processes is ongoing with continued efforts to 

streamline and make improvements as identified. Review and restructuring of the Diocesan 
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Treasurer role was completed to ensure that the administrative role and responsibilities 

were sustainable in the long term and that diocesan priorities continue to be addressed. 

With the position of Diocesan Personnel and Safe Church Officer, Ben Bourque has alleviated 

some responsibilities in this area. 

 

Challenges and Blessings: 

I assumed the role of Diocesan Treasurer in May 2018. I was challenged by the need to get 

up to speed quickly and determine priorities in order to focus and manage my time over the 

many tasks and projects and others that still need attention.  To add to this challenge, our 

team transitioned with Josh McDorman as the interim Finance and Administrative Assistant 

while Nicole Chouinard was out on maternity leave. Nicole has since returned and 

transitioned back as the Finance and Administrative Assistant.  Josh has remained on for an 

interim period to assist with project work. 

 

 Although I am still relatively new to this team, I am blessed by the leadership and support 

of Bishop David Edwards, and respect for his caring guidance and support throughout the 

Diocese.  As Diocesan Treasurer, I have the pleasure of working closely with him, the team 

at the Diocese and with so many people who are devoted and dedicated to making a 

difference.  Your work is valued and appreciated.   Lastly, although complex and challenging 

work, I am thankful and appreciative for this opportunity. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Harris-Jones, Diocesan Synod Treasurer 

 

 

Finance (Standing) Committee 

 
Mandate 

To manage Diocesan real and personal property; manage Diocesan trusts; exercise 

Diocesan borrowing functions; approve all Diocesan real estate dispositions; manage 

Diocesan investments, in particular, those diocesan and parish investments placed in the 

Diocesan Consolidated Investment Fund; advise and direct the Treasurer of the Diocese; 

assist in the preparation of the Diocesan budget, guide and advise parishes experiencing 

financial challenges; collaborate with the Human Resources Committee on issues regarding 

remuneration and benefits; and other matters including property and liability insurance. 

Members 

The Rev. Canon David Barrett, David Bell (Chancellor), Lawrence Carpenter, Gilbert Carter 

(Chair), Sandra Craft, Bishop David Edwards, The Very Rev. Geoffrey Hall, Heather Harris-

Jones (Synod Treasurer), Lionel Hayter, Susan Jack, The Ven. Cathy Laskey, The Ven. 

Robert Marsh  

 

Property Transactions Approved and Recommended to the Bishop 

October 2018 

o Grant from Dorothy Wilkes General Fund to Farraline Place for 2019 in the amount of 

$25,000 with request for a five-year plan for future sustainability 

o Parish of Shediac to lease Lot 95-10 for five years with provision for five additional 

renewals subject to not being in default. 

o Parish of Gagetown to enter a formal month to month lease for the period November 1, 

2018 until October 31, 2019. 
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o Parish of Milledgeville to proceed with sale of the properties at 815-819 Milledgeville 

Ave. 

November 2018 

o Parish of Shediac to sell Lot 94-172 at 110 Railway Avenue Pointe du Chene. 

December 2018 

o Offer the Parish of Tobique rectory for sale. 

o The continuation of negotiations to sell the West Saint John rectory. 

o Transfer 1% interest in the property at 50 Broad Street, Saint John, to Partners for 

Youth, Inc. 

January 2019 

o Parish of Shediac to sell Lot 72-60 at Pointe-du-Chêne. 

o The sale of the rectory of the former Parish of West Saint John. 

February 2019 

o Parish of Prince William to purchase the hall and lot at 2245 Route 635 in Magaguadavic 

from the Province. 

April 2019 

o Parish of Milledgeville to list the former Church and Rectory for sale. 

o Parish of Shediac to sell Lot 65W at 160 Pointe-du-Chêne Road. 

o Christ Church Cathedral Bishop and Chapter to offer the deanery for sale. 

o Approval to sell the Church and Rectory at 218 and 220 Route 820, Upper Loch Lomond. 

May 2019 

o Parish of Shediac to gift the parking lot portion of the property at 11 St. Andrew’s Road, 

Pointe-du-Chêne, to Our Lady of Mercy Roman Catholic Church. 

o Approval to Christ Church Cathedral to list the property for sale. 

o Approval to gift artifacts to Kings Landing. 

June 2019 

o Parish of New Maryland to enter into a lease with the New Maryland Heritage Association 

for the purpose of preserving Saint Mary the Virgin Church. 

 

Rectory Fund Loans 

None 

Inter-Parish Loans 

None 

Other Decisions 

October 2018 

o Accepted recommendation from the Treasurer to rebate $500. From the Travel Pool 

Fund to contributing parishes. 

o Reduced the Travel Pool Assessment from $40. Per month to $20 per month effective 

January 2019. 

o Accepted the recommendation of the Treasurer to provide a rebate of $2,500 to all 

parishes that contribute to the Employer Benefit Premium Fund. 

o Reviewed Camp Medley operations. 

November 2018 

o Approved the Shared Ministry Budget for 2019. 

o Recommended the 2019 Diocesan Budget for 2019 for approval by Diocesan Council. 

o Approved increase of 2.5% to the minimum stipend scale for 2019. 
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January 2019 

o Determined that due to the unsatisfactory return on the DCIF that no bonus payment 

could be made for 2018. 

o Approved changes to conditions of sale of the Rectory at the parish of New Denmark. 

o Approved application to the Anglican Foundation for a grant for funding the Deep Roots 

Diocesan Meeting planned for June. 

February 2019 

o Approved Camp Medley budget for 2019. 

o Approved applications for reduction of Shared Ministry Assessments. 

March 2019 

o Approved the application to the Anglican Foundation from the Parish of Nerepis and St. 

John for consideration by Diocesan Council. 

o Approved a decision to move $1,000,000. from the Letko Brosseau investment portfolio 

to Centurion Apartment REIT portfolio. 

o Approved Benefit recovery rates of $$350/month for full time and $170/month for half 

time or vacant positions effective April 1st, 2019. 

o Determined that the Diocesan Trusts receive no interest allocation in 2018 as a result of 

the negative DCIF return, further to a full policy review. 

May 2019 

o Approved Financial Statements for 2019 be recommended to Diocesan Council for 

review. 

June 2019 

o Approved interest rates to be paid out to parishes for July through December 2019 be 

established at 2% due to market conditions, with the intention that should markets 

improve additional bonus interest will be paid, if warranted. 

o Approved to the Parish of Nerepis and St. John to proceed with construction of the 

interior of the Church of Resurrection Backspace project with the requirement of annual 

or bi-annual financial reviews being provided to the Finance Committee. 

o Approved request from the Parish of St. Mary to make application to the Anglican 

Foundation for a combined grant and loan be made to the Diocesan Council. 

Comments 

The Finance Committee has been very busy with various property issues during the year as 

well as managing the change in much of our accounting methods and procedures. While we 

still must deal with some change our financial reporting is being properly modified to meet 

changing needs for charitable organizations. 

 

This past year has been very disappointing as far as returns on investment are concerned. 

The financial markets have been in a constant turmoil. We are however, concerned about 

the potential need for changes to our investment policies, which is expected to be a 

significant item in the coming year. The need for satisfactory returns to the Synod and 

Parish investments is very clear to all. 

 

This being my last report as Chair of the Finance Committee, I want to express my sincere 

thanks to the many committee members who worked on this committee, the Property 

Committee, as well as the staff at the Synod office.  The continuing strong support and 

direction provided by our Bishop and other clergy members has been most appreciated. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gil Carter, Chair 
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Report of the Nominating Committee  

Mandate 

The Nominating Committee is a standing committee of Diocesan Council with the purpose of 

facilitating the nominating process for specific vacancies in Diocesan representative roles, 

and ensuring elections and appointments are carried out as needed. The committee assists 

the Bishop and Diocesan Council in recruiting both clergy and lay persons for as many as 40 

ministries within the Diocese. Within these areas of ministry, there are more than 250 roles 

for volunteers and Bishop’s appointees within the diocese. Some are individual while many 

others serve as members on teams and committees.  

 

Current Membership  

Members include the Rt. Rev. David Edwards, the Ven. Cathy Laskey, the Rev’d Ann 

Fairweather, Mr. Trevor Holder, Mr. Robert Taylor and the Rev. Canon Walter Williams. 

Members welcomed Robert Taylor, elected member of Diocesan Council, in January 2018. 

The Committee expresses its thanks to Mr. Frank Morehouse (Vice-chair), who faithfully 

served on the committee since January 2016 until his resignation in May 2018. In June 

2019, Robert was appointed Chairperson upon the resignation of Ann as Chair.  

 

Election of Delegates to General Synod and Provincial Synod 

The Nominating Committee organized the election of delegates and substitutes to General 

and Provincial Synod at the Nov 2016 Diocesan Synod. In response to feedback from prior 

Synods over the lack of knowledge about nominees to be elected, nominees were 

encouraged to prepare a 100 word, or less, statement to answer the question: Why do I 

want to be a delegate to Provincial Synod and/or General Synod? Of the 13 nominations 

from Greater Chapter Meetings, we were pleased that 12 nominees submitted responses for 

inclusion in delegates’ registration packages. It was encouraging to have four youth 

nominations from the floor of Synod. Elections for General and Provincial Synod delegates 

and substitutes will be conducted during the Nov 2019 Diocesan Synod. 

 

Appointments Diocesan Council Committees and Teams 

With the appointment of the newly elected Diocesan Council in Nov 2017, the Nominating 

Committee assisted Diocesan Staff with the appointment of Diocesan Council members to 

standing committees, other committees and teams, based upon known vacancies and the 

skills and expressed interests of Council members.   

 

Communication was initiated with Chairs and members of committees with no chairs, to 

gather information on members’ desire for continued participation on respective 

Committees, Teams and Group. Vacancies were identified, and the majority of which have 

been filled by Diocesan Council members and Anglicans across our Diocese.  

 

Communication with Committee, Team & Group Chairs 

In March 2018 a memo was sent to Diocesan Committee, Team and Group Chairpersons to 

offer the Nominating Committee’s assistance in filling vacancies and to seek assistance as 

well. It was stressed that “having a full complement of capable and committed members on 

committees and teams is our collective goal as well as ensuring that members represent our 

Diocese in terms of diversity of geographic area, gender and cultural demographics.” 

Chairpersons were asked to advise us when a new member is needed along with some idea 

of the skill set that is needed and any other requirements they might have. Suggestions of 

skilled and interested people to fill the variety of volunteer opportunities within our Diocesan 

committees, teams, groups and individual roles was also mentioned.  

 

 

137th Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Fredericton

Section E - 6 of 8



How You Can Help 

Serving God through participation with our Diocesan brothers and sisters in Christ helps 

grow God’s Kingdom and brings him honour and Glory. At the same time it can enrich your 

individual spiritual journey. A list of Synod roles and committee membership is maintained 

on our Diocesan web site. Follow the ‘About – Synod – Diocesan Council’ link.  We 

encourage you, when you see talent and skill in others, or if you sense God calling you to a 

particular ministry to pass along this information to a member of the Nominating 

Committee.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Taylor, Chair 

Ann Fairweather, Past-Chair 

 

Report of the Director of Camp Medley 

Review of 2019 

It has been a year to learn. The camp program went well, and we had great staff. I have 

identified some operational areas where improvement opportunities exist and worked on the 

grounds and facilities this year. I have worked with the Synod finance team to manage and 

categorize Medley finances. We finished the year close to budget, but I plan next year to 

reduce the diocesan contribution to the Camp. 

Infrastructure maintenance this year included replacement screens in the chapel and old 

dining hall, trimming trees around the property, painting the nurse’s hut, repairing the deck 

by the dining hall, improving accessibility to camper washrooms with ramps, and cleaning 

under the cabins. The amphitheater is now complete. The youth camps enjoyed using the 

facility this summer. Some groundwork needs to be done around it this fall and a clear 

protection on the wood remains to be completed.  

I was able to take part in an accreditation of another New Brunswick Christian camp. We 

also had our camp accreditation done this year. The accreditation went well. These were 

important opportunities for me to understand the requirements Camps need to meet in New 

Brunswick and different ways Medley could meet them. I hope to connect with leaders from 

Camp Brookwood, St Michael’s, and Choir School to see if Medley can offer any support. In 

addition, I plan to visit churches and connect with other ministries we have here in New 

Brunswick to see if Medley can offer support or resources. 

We really need to improve how we provide financial support to campers and conduct 

Registration. We also need online forms to help gather the information we need to consider 

the applications of groups who want to use the facility.  I will be working on this over the 

winter. 

I would like to express my thanks to the staff, the many volunteers, and the financial 

supporters of the camp who made the programs we delivered this year possible. 

Plan for 2020 

Work for Camp Medley will focus on five areas over the next year: 

1. Financial control; 

2. Campership; 

3. Structure of the program and the supervision of campers; 

4. Infrastructure; and 

5. Medley beyond children. 
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Financial Control 

Steps were taken this year to break out and categorize Medley financial transactions. I have 

worked with the financial staff in the Synod office so that contributions to camp income and 

expenses are known. This will help identify aspects of camp operations for attention.  

Our plan next year is to reduce the diocesan contribution identified for Camp Medley 

operations.  One part of this is to separate Camp on the Road and Camp Medley finances. 

The diocesan contribution to the camp will also be reduced by better financial control, more 

efficient delivery of programs, and better use of camp facilities. 

Campership 

Supporting children to attend Camp Medley is a missional activity; Camp Medley’s focus is 

introducing children to Christ and living in Christian community in a camp setting. Many of 

our campers could use financial assistance to attend Camp and I plan to identify 

opportunities and ways for individuals in our Diocese to participate in this activity. 

We will also be developing criteria for campership support so that the use of diocesan funds 

in supporting campers is understood and clear. 

Structure and Supervision 

The structure of the program at Camp and the staff needed to execute it must align with the 

demand and the available resources. We will base our planning on 500 campers for youth 

camps next summer and target 70 campers per week. We may need to adjust programs 

and the number of camps to match the actual need. 

We also need to identify our future camp leaders and the supervision structure. A review of 

Christian camps in New Brunswick has identified an opportunity. Other camps have a single 

leadership program. Rethinking how Camp Medley delivers leadership training may offer a 

more flexible structure for developing programs and developing people to deliver the 

programs.  

Infrastructure 

The Camp Medley infrastructure is a diocesan resource. The infrastructure is a key 

contributor to summer programming for youth, but Camp Medley has potential to support 

other Diocesan activities throughout the year. More intensive use of the facility will spread 

the cost of camp over a larger pool of users. 

The camp needs an infrastructure plan linked to the current and potential uses of the facility 

and the maintenance requirements of the existing structures and equipment.  Short- and 

long-term plans are in development for the facility and for equipment to support programs 

for faith formation, community living, and various program activities that range from low 

key activities to set piece programming such as canoeing, archery, and swimming.  

Medley Beyond Children 

Moving forward the camp must become a 3-season facility.  A plan will be developed to 

facilitate this transition. Camp Medley also needs to support all-age use of the facilities. The 

bond between Camp Medley and our youth is important and it will continue, but the facility 

has the potential to support wider demands of faith formation, Christian community 

development and programs for all ages and for families.  

Camp Medley is also an important part of the local community. Medley will work to 

strengthen this relationship, as it is another way Medley can provide a missional impact on 

the Gagetown area.  

Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. John Galbraith 

Director of Camp Medley 
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